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Blessed Sacrament Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

 

Present: Aaron Becker, Lori Frost, Father Tony Kruse, Kathleen McKenna, Harland Robinson, Jenny  

   Hemesath, Vince Schons, Maggie England, Margaret Klein, Dan McGrane 

 

Excused: Maureen Bazan, Judy Bullis, Kathy Grete, Laura McCarthy 

 

Harland Robinson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Prayer was led by Harland Robinson. 

 

In-Service: Aaron Becker and Lori Frost discussed the challenges and successes of the CVCS consolidation of 

elementary schools at St. Edward School. Students made the transition well and settled in to their new 

surroundings rather quickly. Teacher collaboration has greatly benefitted within this new system. Of special 

note with regard to the preschool students here at Blessed Sacrament, it was noted that, even though there is no 

weekly Mass for the children, Mrs. Cushing, in particular, has gone above and beyond with getting the children 

into the Church for instruction and little prayer services. Margaret Klein highlighted the positive experience of 

her grandson in moving to a new school and meeting new friends. There are currently 343 students enrolled in 

the elementary program at St. Ed Edward School and 110 children enrolled in the Pre-K program at Blessed 

Sacrament. 

 

Council Decision Items: 

 Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the January 30, 2020 meeting were approved by consensus. 

 Proposed Policy & Fee Schedule for Live Streaming: The proposed policy and fee schedule for live 

streaming broadcasts of marriages, funerals and baptisms was approved. A fee of $50 is set for broadcast of 

marriages and funerals; a fee of $20 is set for broadcasts of baptism which occur outside of a regular Mass. 

The parish may waive the fee as deemed necessary. 

 

Council Discussion Items: 

 Archdiocese Parish Trends Report: Fr. Tony pointed out those areas of special interest and noted that our 

parish membership is aging and the challenges that presents in responding to an increase in need for EM's 

for the homebound and hospitalized and an increased number of funerals. 

 Physical Security & Safety: Harland and Vince updated the council on the ongoing efforts to increase the 

security and safety posture of the parish. Vince is meeting with Polk's Lock & Key and Lundgren Glass to 

receive bids for conversion of the parish office/Putz Hall doors to crash bars and to install handicap buttons. 

Harland mentioned that he would be speaking with Rick Johnson, as we may be able to convert the doors as 

a self-help project. Harland has met with Hawkeye Alarm, Electronic Engineering and ProShield to install 

cameras and an alarm system. Hawkeye and Electronic Engineering have submitted proposals, but Harland 

has not had a chance to review the proposals and associated costs at this time. We are still awaiting a 

proposal from ProShield. Harland pointed out that he expects this to be a fairly lengthy and involved 

process. Harland proposed the parish establish an ad hoc Physical Security & Safety Committee staffed by 
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representatives from the PC, Finance, Building & Grounds, Technology and parish staff to receive and fully 

review, discuss and refine the proposed systems and make a firm recommendation to the parish. This 

proposal was agreed to and Dan McGrane volunteered to serve on the committee as the Finance Council 

representative. Harland will canvas other prospective members for the committee. 

 Eagle Scout Project: Harland updated the council on the project to beautify the area along the first base line 

of the old softball field. Savoy Hiesterman will lead this project to plant six arborvitae trees. This will be a 

volunteer project funded through donations. 

 Elevator/Vertical Lift Project: The parish continues to pursue this project. Vendors have been contacted and 

we are waiting to arrange for meetings with them. 

 Handicap Seating: Liturgy Committee is reviewing the current handicap seating arrangement with a view to 

expanding seating by the inclusion of wider, bariatric chairs. The number of chairs needed and the final 

arrangement of seating is in process. 

 2020 Parish Elections: Harland reviewed our election needs for the pastoral council and school board seats. 

Jenny Hemesath announced that she will not be seeking re-election to the school board seat. The parish 

election will be held on the weekend of May 9/10, with nominations closing April 20th. Two seats on the 

pastoral council are up for election, as well as the school board seat. Council members were asked to 

prayerfully consider identifying parishioners who would be suitable candidates to serve in these positions. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 CVCS - Jenny Hemesath: Ultimate Auction will be held on April 18th with proceeds supporting the School 

Tuition Organization (STO) program. CVCS is currently accepting nominations for the 2020 Hall of Fame. 

 Finance Council: No report. Meeting minutes were provided in advance of the council meeting. 

 Liturgy: No report. Meeting minutes were provided in advance of the council meeting. 

 Parish Community Life - Vince Schons: Committee continues to plan a Trivia Night for this spring. Date to 

be announced. 

 Social Justice - Judy Bullis: No report. Meeting minutes were provided in advance of the council meeting. 

 Stewardship - Kathleen McKenna: No report. Meeting minutes were provided in advance of the council 

meeting. 

 WCFFC - Harland Robinson: No additional report beyond contents of the January meeting minutes. 

 Youth Representative - Laura McCarthy: No report. 

 

Closing prayer was led by Harland Robinson. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:32 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Harland Robinson 

PC Chair 


