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Upcoming  Special Events 
 

· Nov 29: First Sunday of Advent 

· Dec 6: Second Sunday of Advent 

· Dec 8: Mass 7:00 AM, 5:30 PM; Feast of 

the Immaculate Conception 

· Dec 13: Third Sunday of Advent 

· Dec 13: Adoration & Reconciliation in 

Church; 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

· Dec 14: Adoration & Reconciliation in 

Church; 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

· Dec 15: Adoration & Reconciliation in 

Church; 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

· Dec 16: Adoration & Reconciliation in 

Church; 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

· Dec 17: Adoration & Reconciliation in 

Church; 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

· Dec 17: Red Cross Blood Drive; Parish 

Center; 1:30 – 6:00 PM 

· Dec 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

· Dec 22 – Dec 31: School Christmas 

Break 

· Dec 24: Mass 4:00 PM, 7:30 PM; Vigil of 

the Nativity of Our Lord; Rectory 

Closed 

· Dec 25: Mass 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM; The 

Nativity of the Lord; Rectory Closed 

· Dec 31: Mass 5:30 PM; Vigil of Mary, 

Mother of God 

· Jan 1: Mass 9:00 AM; Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God; Rectory Closed 

· Jan 3: The Epiphany of the Lord 

· Jan 9: First Reconciliation; 10:00 AM 
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Advent 2020 Choose Hope! 
  A number of years 
ago when I was 
travelling with 
friends through Italy, 
we were able to visit 
the city of Loreto, 
Italy.  In Loreto, 
stands the Basilica 
della Santa Casa 
(Basilica of the Holy 
House) Church.  The 

Basilica contains a portion of Mary’s 
childhood home, the very home in 
which the annunciation took place.  
While the cave that the structure 
covered is still in Nazareth and the 
Church of the Annunciation is built 
over top of it, this structure was 
brought to Italy from Nazareth in the 
13th century.  As I was in this 
structure, I noticed the following 
phrase inscribed over the altar: “Here 
the Word became man.”  In this place, 
God became human.  And when the 
Word became man came into the 
world, it was a dark time for history.  
Sin, death, destruction, domination, 
sickness, poverty, political rivalries/
factions, and just plain uncertainty 
ruled the world.  In that place where the 
Word became man, God became one of 
us, to walk with us and to reconcile us 
with the Father.  The Word became 
fully human like us in all things but sin 
and also remained divine.  Jesus, the 
Word became man, brought light in the 
midst of darkness.  Jesus brought 
healing in the midst of sickness.  Jesus 
brought the divine law to that place of 
political uncertainty.  Jesus brought 
hope to a world especially to those who 
chose to hope. 
  As we spent time in the structure and 
were able to celebrate Mass in it, I was 
amazed as to what was occurring.  One 
more time, the Word who became man 
in this structure was becoming 
“visible” in that place once again in the 
Eucharist.  The Word who became man 

is not only present in that place and in 
that time.  Jesus, who is Word became 
man, is present here, now, in our time 
and in this space.  As we look at 2020, 
what do we find?  While Jesus 
destroyed the power of sin and death, 
we still find a world struggling with 
sin, death, destruction, domination, 
sickness, poverty, political rivalries/
factions, and just plain uncertainty.  
Now more than ever, we need the 
Word to “take flesh” in our own hearts.  
We need the Word who became man to 
walk with us and reconcile us with the 
Father.  We need Jesus, the Word 
became man, to bring light to us in the 
midst of darkness.  We need Jesus to 
bring healing in the midst of sickness.  
We need Jesus to bring clarity of the 
divine law to our place of political 
uncertainty.  We need Jesus to bring 
hope to the world especially to those 
who Choose Hope. 
  I don’t know about you but, despite 
everything, I Choose Hope.  Even with 
all the obstacles that we faced this year, 
there were also many blessings.  Just in 
my own encounters and experiences, I 
see God alive and active in our world.  
It is just hard to see with all the 
darkness.  But to see it, to know it, to 
experience it, we have to choose to 
want it.  We have to choose to hope in 
the Word became man.  This newsletter 
has so much information on the life of 
Blessed Sacrament Parish.  Perhaps 
something in this newsletter will peak 
your interest but also inspire you to 
Choose Hope.  While the trials of this 
year have brought us low, there are so 
many other things that cause us to 
Choose Hope. All is not lost!  Don’t 
give up!  God is still active and 
working and it is through you!  Let’s 
use this new liturgical year to start over 
and to Choose Hope! 

~ Fr. Tony 

Fr. Anthony Kruse  
Pastor 

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  T H E  B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  
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Advent Reflections 

Choose Hope 
 

    The feast of Christmas invites 
us to remember how the Hebrew 
people never gave up hoping for 
the Messiah, to celebrate the 
Lord’s presence as a cause for 
hope in today’s world, and to 
anticipate the fulfillment of our 
hopes and dreams in the Lord’s 
final coming at the end of time.  In 
the midst of disappointment, 
tragedy, danger and fear, 
Christmas invites us to Choose 
Hope. 
 
Week One -- "Hope in the 
Awesome Deeds of God" 
Read this Sunday’s readings at 
bit.ly/Advent-Week-1 
 Remember…"God is faithful,” 

St. Paul tells the Corinthians in 
this Sunday’s second reading.  
“God will keep you firm to the 
end as you wait for the 
revelation of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  How does this 
message speak to you?” 

 Celebrate…the Lord’s 
presence in a year filled with 
separation, absence, and loss.  
How and where have you 
found hope – God’s awesome 
deeds -- during the loneliness 
of the pandemic and the rancor 
of the election? 

 Anticipate…that the Lord will 
not make our hope in vain.  
What awesome deeds do you 
hope for in the coming year – 
in yourself? in your family? in 
the community of faith? in the 
world? 

Let us pray: Lord, let us see your 
face and we shall be saved. 
 
Week Two -- "Hope in Glad 
Tidings and Good News" 
Read this Sunday’s readings at 
bit.ly/Advent-Week-2 
 Remember…the glad tidings 

proclaimed in this Sunday’s 
Psalm: “kindness and truth 
shall meet; justice and peace 
shall kiss, truth shall spring out 
of the earth, and justice shall 
look down from heaven.”  
How does this message speak 
to you? 

 Celebrate…the voices you 
have heard during the 
pandemic crying out, as John 
the Baptist did, with hope for 
reconciliation and renewal, for 
new life, and risky 
compassion. 

 Anticipate…the hopes you 
have for the future: safety from 
the virus, economic recovery, 
political reconstruction -- and 
always, when the time comes, 
a graceful death. 

Let us pray: Lord, let us see your 
kindness and grant us your 
salvation. 
 
Week Three -- "Hope in God, 
the Joy of My Soul" 
Read this Sunday’s readings at 
bit.ly/Advent-Week-3 
 Remember…not to lose hope, 

Isaiah tells us in this Sunday’s 
first reading.  The Lord sends 
glad tidings to the poor, 
healing the brokenhearted, 
liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners.  How 
does this message speak to 
you? 

 Celebrate…how the virus 
challenged our joyless 
contentment, our inattention to 
more important things, and our 
fearless arrogance.  What did 
you learn this year that 

changed your life or your 
faith?  Did it deepen your hope 
in God? 

 Anticipate…what we hope for 
that brings true joy and not 
mere happiness: forgiveness 
for errors, reconciliation with 
an enemy, peace with our 
limitations, and a passion for 
mercy. 

Let us pray: My soul rejoices in 
my God. 
 
Week Four-- "Hope in the Child 
to be Born" 
Read this Sunday’s readings at 
bit.ly/Advent-Week-4 
 Remember…the promise made 

to David in this Sunday’s first 
reading: “I will raise up your 
heir and I will make his 
kingdom firm.  I will be a 
father to him, and he shall be a 
son to me.” How does this 
message speak to you? 

 Celebrate…how we too, like 
Mary, have found favor with 
God and have been called to 
give flesh to God’s presence at 
this time in history.  What 
about that challenge seems 
impossible to you? 

 Anticipate…how the 
Incarnation will continue to 
renew us and the world we live 
in: transforming doubt into 
faith, greed into charity, justice 
into mercy, and fear into hope. 

Let us pray: Forever I will sing the 
goodness of the Lord. 
 
Join an online discussion of the 
weekly readings and themes on 
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. 
Use this link to join the discussion 
online: 
 meet.google.com/tnd-seei-nyd  

Dave Cushing, Dir. of Adult Faith Formation 

bit.ly/Advent-Week-1
bit.ly/Advent-Week-2
bit.ly/Advent-Week-3
bit.ly/Advent-Week-4
https://meet.google.com/tnd-seei-nyd?hs=122&authuser=0
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  As I was 
fretting over 
what I should 
write for an 
article in this 
newsletter I 
just wasn’t 
sure where to 

start.  Maggie suggested that I 
might write up a “history of my 
ministry thus far” and I 
immediately discounted the idea.  
Not because it came from Maggie, 
quite the contrary since her advice 
is usually very good.  I discounted 
it because, honestly, I just don’t 
have enough to warrant an article 
and because I have an aversion 
talking about things I have or 
haven’t done since that might draw 
attention away from the purpose of 
those actions, pointing people 
toward Jesus. 
  Having rejected the only 
suggestion I had for this article 
and with the deadline rapidly 
approaching, I was starting to get 
pretty nervous.  And so it comes to 
me kneeling on the altar on All 
Saints Day over in the cantor’s 
area at 10:30 Mass.  Fr. Tony was 
proclaiming the Eucharistic Prayer 
and comes to the mini litany of 

Saints that, for this particular 
Mass, is a little longer than usual 
and I begin to tear up as I am 
gifted with a vision. 
  I saw myself kneeling before St. 
Peter and several other saints 
knowing that I am utterly 
unworthy to be there amongst 
them… 
  I don’t want you to think that this 
is just me being humble. I know 
very well that I do NOT belong 
among these great men and 
women who have the privilege to 
stand in Christ’s presence.  I am 
aware of how often I sin and fail 
and, worse yet, I know that all of 
these saints know it too.  My 
broken, fallen, extremely human 
weakness is obvious for all of 
them to see and they have faced 
persecution, loss, and death like I 
have never known.  I shouldn’t 
even be in the room with the list of 
their names. 
  And in that moment, the whole 
family of saints reached down to 
me and lifted me up and they said 
to me; “Leave all of that behind.  
The feast has begun and you are 
welcomed to the table.” 
  That moment I knew what the 
meaning was, for me, of the 

Advent theme: Choose Hope.  I 
Choose Hope in this mess of a life.  
I Choose Hope to guide my steps 
on this lifelong journey.  I Choose 
to Hope that someday, even 
though I will never be worthy, I 
will join with the Church 
Triumphant, the saints in Heaven, 
to praise God in His very presence.  
I also Choose to Hope not just for 
future things but that God will 
continue to help me in the here and 
now to resist temptation and to 
turn more and more to Him every 
day. 
  I know 2020 has been hard and I 
wish it could have been easier for 
each and every one of you and for 
myself.  I also know that God is 
still King (and I am not), God is 
good (all the time), and life is 
worth the fight. 
  May this Advent season remind 
all of us of the Hope we have 
because Jesus chose us, each of us, 
individually and by name, to be 
adopted brothers and sisters.  And 
may we all be blessed with Peace 
by the reminder that Jesus is 
coming to us in our darkness to 
remind us that He is the light of 
the world. 

The Hope of Advent Deacon Chris Evans 

Advent Adoration and 
Reconciliation Schedule 

 Sunday, December 13: 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

 Monday, December 14: 6:00 - 9:00 PM 

 Tuesday, December 15: 6:00 - 9:00 PM 

 Wednesday, December 16: 6:00 - 9:00 PM 

 Thursday, December 17: 6:00 - 9:00 PM 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Christmas Eve: 

 4:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

Christmas Day:  

8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

 

First Reconciliation with Confession 

Saturday, Jan 9, 2021 - Blessed Sacrament Church at 10:00 am 
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Daily Disciple: Brandon Kelly Margaret Klein, Contributing Editor 

  Two blocks away there lives a 
quiet man, a listening man. 
  Brandon Kelly and I met for 
lunch at the Village Inn the other 
day.  I had previously met 
Brandon at church.  He is the quiet 
man greeting at the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass and he is our Advent Daily 
Disciple. 
  Over soup and sandwich, I 
learned that Brandon is from Clear 
Lake, Iowa - one of the vacation 
hot spots of Iowa.  He had an 
idyllic upbringing biking around 
town and swimming nearly every 
day in the summer with his pals.  
Brandon was baptized, along with 
his baby brother.  His mom 
worked as a dental assistant and 
his dad was the groundskeeper for 
the city cemetery. 
  Brandon played saxophone in the 
high school band and graduated 
from Clear Lake High School.  
After high school, he attended 
NIACC (North Iowa Area 
Community College) for two years 
and then he finished up his 
Business Administration degree at 
UNI.  In both high school and 
college, Brandon dated.  He 
remains friends, to this day, with 
the girl from college.  Brandon 
now works for The Principal 
Financial Group. 
   
So there, that is Brandon Kelly. 
 
  Oh no, it isn’t, that isn’t 
anywhere near who Brandon Kelly 

is.  That part is only the roadmap 
up until now. 
  Brandon lives two blocks from 
Blessed Sacrament, only two 
blocks; yet, for several years he 
continued to attend St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Cedar Falls. 
  Since he was only two blocks 
away, his mom encouraged him to 
give us a try.  He did.  Someone 
approached him that day to 
volunteer for our Fall Festival and 
he felt unprepared, so he went 
back to St. Patrick, two blocks or 
not. 
  Two blocks kept nagging at his 
mind, so he tried us again and ran 
into one of Father Tony’s sermons.  
He felt more comfortable the 
second time.  Two blocks, two 
times.  He began to settle in by 
becoming a lector and an usher. 
  Brandon is a very quiet, yet 
comforting man.  You get the 
impression of kindness in his eyes.  
There are depths to quiet people. 

When I asked what his favorite 
music was, he responded that he 
liked hard rock, especially the 
group 3 Doors Down.  “There’s a 
world inside of me that you may 
never see” is a line from their song 
When I’m Gone.  That line suits 
Brandon, the guy two blocks 
away. 
  Brandon spoke of something 
unseen and holy that is working in 
his life, moving him forward 
toward something he cannot yet 
see.  “Somewhere in this darkness 
there’s a light that I can’t find,” 
also from When I’m Gone.  With 
Brandon, I got the distinct 
impression that the old saying, 
“quiet the mind and the soul will 
speak” was at work. 
  He spoke of the love he has for 
his parents and his younger 
brother.  He talked about his little 
“miracle” niece and how the 
family can’t stop watching little 
Everly.  They are fascinated by 
everything she does.  The light 
shines from his face as he speaks 
of his family. 
  Clearly, Brandon’s soul is 
speaking to him and leading him 
closer to his faith.  I am reminded 
of another 3 Doors Down song 
called It’s Not My Time where it 
says, “My friend, this life we live, 
it’s not what we have.  It’s what 
we believe in.” 
 
What Brandon Kelly believes in is, 
more or less, two blocks away. 
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Lead With Love Maggie England, Pastoral Associate 

Scene 1:  A woman walks into a 
Catholic church for the first time in 
years, and a man greets her with a 
friendly hello and a “crinkled eye” 
smile around a face mask.   
Scene 2:  A month or so later, 
volunteers at a church event 
warmly welcome this same woman.  
Conversation leads one volunteer to 
accompany this woman to the 
parish office where the woman 
chooses to register as a parishioner.   
 
    Now that is what I call spiritual 
teamwork.  The impact that a 
warm, friendly hello and welcome 
can have on a person is astounding.  
This happened at Blessed 
Sacrament over the summer and 
fall.  A woman joined our parish 
sharing how she was personally 
welcomed coming to Mass here for 
the first time, and how she was 
treated by volunteers at a parish 
event. 
  By now, you’ve read in this 
newsletter about our Advent them 
of Choose Hope.  Hope is a virtue, 
and it includes a faith-filled 
expectation that there is more than 
the limitations of the present, of 
which 2020 has provided us 
aplenty.  Choosing hope must 
spring from a conviction that God 
cares for each one of us, and that 
through the risen Christ, offers us a 

future.   This future can radically 
change how we experience the 
present.  We should not “hold” 
hope, as much as we do “live” it.  It 
is not something we keep to 
ourselves.   
  Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the 
realization of what is hoped for and 
evidence of things not seen.”  If we 
utilize the gifts given to each of us 
and are witnesses to this “what is 
hoped for,” we can provide to 
others more than just the outward 
necessities, but what people most 
need.  Maybe it is over the fence to 
a neighbor, or in contact with those 
anxious, those suffering in isolation 
or from a heartbreaking loss of a 
loved one, whatever it may be; we 
can bring humanity and personal 
concern.  It could be a look of love, 
a crinkled eye smile, called 
“smizing” (smiling with your eyes), 
or a conversation over the phone.   

  Somewhere I have heard it said 
that a “crisis is a moment of 
opportunity.”  If that is the case, 
none of us can deny that we are 
living in a time of opportunity. 

How can you apply the meaning 
of Hope to your life?   
  This Advent, as we cast our eyes 
to the future, we should not 
overlook the lessons of the present.  
We are in the midst of a global 
pandemic, a time of upheaval.  The 
future cannot simply return to 
“business as usual” or “back to 
normal.”  Like the volunteers 
referenced at the beginning, let us 
be witnesses of hope to our faith 
family and to each person we 
encounter on our paths.  This 
witness, this sharing of our gifts, 
will radically change our 
experience of the present, as well as 
the one we encounter. 
  Blessed Sacrament friends, like 
the volunteers in this article, let us 
Choose Hope, let us be spiritual 
teammates this Advent and beyond, 
and let us witness the impact love 
can have.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
In Memory of Loved Ones 

$12.50 per plant 
Order by Friday, December 18th 

 

 Order forms are available in the Gathering Space and online at our website. 

 Completed forms may be returned to the Rectory, placed in the Offertory Basket or in the drop off box in the 

Gathering Space. 

To view and print our Order Form, please CLICK HERE. Please mail your form and check to the Blessed Sacrament Church, 650 
Stephan Ave, Waterloo, IA 50701. 
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YOU’RE INVITED TO TRY ALPHA ONLINE THIS WINTER 
 

When the pandemic shutdown smacked us in the face last March, we never thought we would still be 
here today in the position of not being able to provide certain in-person faith formation offerings.  Yet, as we 
now know, nothing about 2020 has been what we imagined.  With 2021 right around the corner, we can either 
continue to sit and wait, or we can Choose Hope and work with the hand we have been dealt to look for new 
ways we can grow.  The Holy Spirit never fails to show us a new path, if we are open to it.   

 
That path is leading us to offer the next Blessed Sacrament Alpha online.  The winter adventure will 

begin on Monday, February 8, 2021, and will continue to meet on Mondays from 6:00 to 7:30pm through 
April 19.  We are excited to team up with our neighbors from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Hiawatha to offer this 
joint virtual Alpha experience.   

 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM AN ONLINE ALPHA:  First, no two Alphas look the same.  If 

you have attended in-person before, but have been struggling, like many, in this past year, online Alpha could 
be just what you need.  While each Alpha experience may be unique, there are three components Alpha needs 
to run, and online is no different, we are just using a Zoom platform for this experience.  We will have tech 
support to help you connect with us online. 

 
FIRST, there is welcome and food.  Each week we join together getting to know one another through 

conversation and snacks.  That’s right, we encourage you to have a favorite snack and drink as you join online.   
 
NEXT UP, there is a video talk each week that is designed to engage, encourage, and inspire 

conversation.  These talks explore the big issues around faith and unpack the basics of Christianity.   
 
FOLLOWING THAT, there is a small group discussion.  This discussion following the video might 

just be the most important part of Alpha.  It is an opportunity to share thoughts or ideas on the topic within a 
small group setting.  There is no obligation or expectation to say anything at all.  There is nothing that cannot 
be said and no question, thought, or idea is out of bounds.  The environment is open, honest, warm, friendly, 
and all are encouraged to seek to listen and understand the different perspectives and experiences of those in 
the small group.     

 
 SAVE THE DATE of February 8, 2021 from 6 to 7:30 pm to COME AND SEE what Alpha is all 
about.  There is no charge, there is no obligation to continue, and there is nothing to lose.  After the year we 
have had, there is no better time for all of us to go back to the basics and remember what connects us all, and 
since it will be so easy to take part from home in comfy clothes, invite someone else to come and see with you.   
 
 FOR SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OR TO GET THE ZOOM LINK TO TRY IT OUT, contact 
Maggie England: 233-6179; dbq208s2@dbqarch.org.      

Alpha 2021 Maggie England, Pastoral Associate 
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Faith Formation News Annie Zeets, Youth Minister 

  Faith Formation is excited to tell 
you about the new middle school 
youth ministry program called 
EDGE.  
  EDGE youth ministry provides a 
fun place for youth to find a solid 
Catholic community, to get answers 
to their questions about faith, but 
more importantly, experience faith 
in a fun way. EDGE is important 
because we all know how awkward 
and difficult middle school can 
be.  Middle school kids experience 

tremendous changes emotionally 
and intellectually.  EDGE is here to 
guide them along the way by 
providing a fun and welcoming 
family environment to lead them 
closer to Christ!  
  The name EDGE recognizes that 
middle school youth are on the 
edge in their life, and if we as a 
church don't do something about it, 
they're going to fall off that edge 
and we might not see them again. 
But at the same time, we as a 
church are going to give them the 
edge they need in life; Jesus Christ, 
the sacraments, scripture, the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, 
and a Catholic community to love, 
nurture, and challenge them. 
  EDGE is for ALL middle school 
youth from ALL area schools. It 

takes place three Wednesday nights 
each month at the former Sacred 
Heart School building from 6:15 
pm - 7:30 pm. There is no cost to 
attend EDGE, but we do ask that 
youth register on our website: 
www.waterloocatholics.org/EDGE.  
  Middle school youth minister, 
Gen Wandro, and her team are 
excited to be leading this new 
program! If you have questions, 
please feel free to email Gen: 
wandrog@uni.edu  

BUSY CATHOLICS VIRTUAL ADVENT RETREATBUSY CATHOLICS VIRTUAL ADVENT RETREAT 

Monday, Dec 7th – Sunday, Dec 13th 
Theme: "What Are We Waiting For?" 

Featuring daily reflections by Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM 

 
Find out more online at: https://waterloocatholics.org/virtual-advent-retreat 

Register online at: http://bit.do.virtual-retreat-registration 

IMPACT is a two-year formation program for adults facili-
tated by the Archdiocese of Dubuque. The program utilizes 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Scripture, spiritual 
reading, and dynamic presenters to guide spiritual, theologi-
cal, intellectual and pastoral formation in the Catholic faith 
in order to help participants live out missionary discipleship 
in their parish and community. IMPACT is open to any adult 
who desires a deeper relationship with Christ and a greater 
understanding of the Catholic faith in order to better serve 

others through leadership. The next two-year cohort begins in September of 2021 and will 
meet at St. Mark Church in Iowa Falls. More information is available at www.dbqarch.org/
IMPACT. For questions, contact Matt Selby at m.selby@dbqarch.org.  

http://www.waterloocatholics.org/EDGE
mailto:wandrog@uni.edu
https://waterloocatholics.org/virtual-advent-retreat
http://bit.do.virtual-retreat-registration
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School News Sarah Smith, CVCS Advancement Director 

Cedar Valley Catholic Schools is currently offering a hybrid learning model 
for students -  preschool through Grade 12.  This model allows families to 
make a choice between full time online instruction or full time in-person in-
struction. A special thank you to the students, staff and families for all of 
your efforts during this unique time in education! 

 
Advent: Volunteers and staff members at Cedar Valley Catholic 
Schools will create outdoor advent wreaths at each of our school 
campuses.  Throughout advent the wreath will be incorporated into 
weekly lessons with students.  

Columbus Catholic High School Athletic Hall of Fame: On December 5, 
2020, Cedar Valley Catholic Schools will honor the 2020 Athletic Hall of 
Fame Inductees with a dinner and program at Columbus Catholic High 
School.  Seating is limited and tickets can be purchased 
at bidpal.net/chsathletichof2020.  Congratulations to Bill Bergan (Coach), 
Lindsay McManus (Female Athlete), Sean Scarbrough (Male Athlete), and 
Mike Marlow (Sailor Supporter). 

Make Cedar Valley Catholic Schools your family's school of choice!  Contact Sarah Smith at 319.232.1422 
or ssmith@cvcatholic.org for more information on enrollment and tuition assistance.  

Red Cross Blood Drive  

Thursday, December 17th  

1:30 - 6:00 PM 

Co-Sponsored by  

Blessed Sacrament and the Students of 
Columbus High School 

Blessed Sacrament Parish Center 

Support 

Blessed Sacrament 

When You Shop This Holiday 
Season 

Buy your gifts at 
smile.amazon.com and 

Amazon donates! 

Special Music for Christmas Liturgies 

There will be special music before our Christmas 

liturgies. Please come 10 to 20 minutes early to get 

into the spirit of Our Lord’s birthday. Thank you! 

http://bidpal.net/chsathletichof2020?fbclid=IwAR00_eu9IO5DvffWYSsDHo9Ph9x1y1vNzpzI6wTRs8Ogp2qYuwncYMmaUHs
mailto:ssmith@cvcatholic.org
smile.amazon.com
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5th ANNUAL GARAGE SALE … AN UNEXPECTED SUCCESS! 
  When we 
began to 
open up late 
last spring, 
the Garage 
Sale 
Committee 
met outdoors where they could 
safely social distance to discuss 
whether there was any feasible way 
to conduct a garage sale at Blessed 
Sacrament in the midst of a 
pandemic.  They knew there would 
be no large semi-trailer to store 
items as we have in years past, so 
storage would be an issue.  The 
committee had an open and honest 
discussion about whether there were 
enough volunteers who felt safe and 
comfortable to work a garage sale 
under COVID-19 restrictions.  
While the team was small, there 
were enough willing to do it to 
make the decision to move forward.  
Because of COVID-19, changes 
were made.   
  Instead of one large sale held 
during July like years past, in order 
to keep the items collected moving, 
it was decided to have three separate 
sales:  one flash sale in June, one 
flash sale in July, and one last-blast 
sale in October, and each sale 
brought with it the requirement of 
masks, social distancing, and a 
limited number of shoppers at a 
time.  The team worked extremely 
hard on these sales, and gave our 
parish and the surrounding 
community, a wonderful gift. 
  The June sale brought $5,584.25, 
the July sale brought $8,440.30, and 
the October sale brought in 
$10,313.11, for a total of 
$24,337.66!  This crushed all 
previous garage sale profit records 
for the parish during a time we least 
expected it, but also needed it the 
most. 
  One can wonder what made this 
year’s sales such a success?  We 
believe it is this special team of 
people.  They invite all to be a part 
of their group.  They have a system 

in place and are well-organized.  
They are a group of individuals with 
varying gifts and talents, working 
together as one.  
They listen to one 
another.  They 
laugh with one 
another.  
Stopping by the 
sale, you saw 
smiles, you heard 
laughter, and you 
witnessed care 
for our neighbors.   
  Here’s what just a few members of 
the Garage Sale Team had to say 
about this year: 
  Mary Nichols:  In talking to 
people who brought in their goods 
for the sale, they were appreciative 
of the opportunity we give them to 
donate.  We received contributions 
from people within the parish, as 
well as non-Catholics.  When we 
started this sale, we never thought 
this outreach would affect so many 
people and be this successful.  We 
have volunteers that aren’t members 
of our parish and the ecumenical 
help from other parishes and 
organizations have really enhanced 
our success.  It’s FUN to do God’s 
work with so many wonderful 
people.   
  Bonnie Wetzel:  I feel I am 
working on a team resulting in faith-
filled promises; FAITH of creating 
new friendships and connections 
with parishioners; FAITH of 
working collectively and 
collaboratively for a common goal; 
FAITH that our interactions help 
others with their faith, even joining 
our parish; FAITH of offering a new 
life to old treasured items, at 
affordable prices; FAITH that our 
reasonable prices/donations enrich 
our parish monetarily. 
  Bev Seger: The committee is a 
team of people with many different 
talents.  Each talent gets to shine in 
this work and when one person isn’t 
able to do their job, someone else 
steps in.  They are a very supportive 

group.  Our purpose is threefold: (1) 
to support Blessed Sacrament in 
their missions financially; (2) to 
give the parishioners an opportunity 
to serve; and (3) to support the 
community in their needs.  
  Margaret Klein:  Our garage sale 
is so much fun.  We have gotten to 
know each other and become 
friends.  Our Protestant friends 
come to help us, as do friends from 
other Catholic parishes.  It is a 
happy place filled with laughs.   
 
  Now, who doesn’t want to be part 
of a team like this?  Maybe 2021 is 
the year you decide to join this 
wonderful team and experience the 
faith-filled JOY they get from 
serving our parish and surrounding 
community through these sales.  
Join us in saying thanks to the 
following volunteers (some 
parishioners and some not) who 
may have helped with one, two, or 
all three of these sales: 
Connie Apling, Joyce Armstrong, 
Maureen Bazan, Mary Boutott, 
Esther Burlage, Sherry Candee, 
Jackie Carpenter, Peggy Duggan, 
Mary Fritz, Yvonne Heuer, Betty 
Hackett, Nancy Hayes, Val & Dave 
Heisterkamp, Shirley Horak, Pam 
Ironside, Joanie Kafer-Kerns, 
Margaret Klein, David & Judy 
Kolbeck, Chris Kuehl, Michele 
Lathrop, Judyann MacDonald, 
Connie Malven, Mary Nichols, 
Marilyn Pelton, Luanne Puhl, Kathy 
& Steve Scanlon, Bev Seger, Lin 
Smith, Fran Spadin, Allison Volker, 
Maxine Weber, Bonnie Wetzel, 
Warren Woods, and Pat Worple. 
~ Maggie England, Pastoral Assoc. 
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Holiday Food Bags Program Terri Glidewell, Office Manager 

  Blessed Sacrament is in its 
10th year of doing the 
Holiday Food Bag Program!  
As is the case, many children 
in our local community rely 
on the school lunch and 
breakfast programs, as well 
as summer food programs, to 
get their meals. 
  Unfortunately, these programs 
are suspended when students 
leave for holiday breaks.  Students 
from all area Waterloo schools 
benefit from this program.   
  This year, we are once again 
working with the Ansborough 
Avenue Hy-Vee to help fill this 
food gap during the holiday break 
by providing as many bags as 
possible to needy families in our 

community.  We are hoping to fill 
600 bags.  Please help us make 
these families’ holiday more 
enjoyable and less stressful.   
  You can support this program in 
two ways: (1) Send money 
directly to Blessed Sacrament by 
dropping off a check, or donating 
directly online to the “Holiday 
Food Bag Program”; or (2) Go 
directly to the Ansborough 

Avenue Hy-Vee and inform 
the cashier at checkout that 
you would like to purchase a 
bag (or 2 or 3 or 4) for the 
Blessed Sacrament Holiday 
Food Bag Project.  The 
cashier will add the cost to 
your bill and the contents will 
be delivered to Blessed 

Sacrament at a later date.  The 
cost to fill each bag is $18.00 and 
we will collect through the 
month of December 
  Now let’s be the generous 
community we are known to be, 
fill these bags, help us spread the 
word, and make this 10th year a 
great one!  We thank you for your 
support of this project. 

Community Garden: A Source for Those in Need 

  Hello Blessed Sacrament 
Community. 
  Although this year has certainly 
been a challenge, we as a 
community of Blessed Sacrament 
Church staff and volunteers helped 
make the best of it for those in our 
community in need.   
  The 2020 summer helped provide 
nutritious vegetables that we were 
able to donate to the Queen of 
Peace Community Meals program 

in Waterloo.  
Every Tuesday 
night, they cook 
and provide for 
170 to 190 
people.   
  As Father Tony 
has said many 
times in his 

homilies how we are to be the 
“light” to those we serve, the 
community garden has been that 
source for all those who simply 
needed an extended hand in 
generosity and consideration.  A 
source for those turning the soil, 
to know they are doing something 
for someone they may never meet.  
A source for those watering the 
vegetables, to know they are 
helping the food and persons they 
are feeding come to their fullest.  
A source for those weeding the 
garden, to know they are giving 
the best chance for a fruitful life.   
A source for those harvesting the 
result, knowing that soon, very 

soon, another person will receive 
the grace of labor through the 
nutrition he or she receives. 
  All of us have moments of 
struggle, but most of us will never 
know what it feels like to wonder 
where your next meal might come 
from. 
  Blessed Sacrament helped 
provide hundreds of meals to those 
right here in Black Hawk County. 
  Thank you for helping, thank you 
for being part of the solution, and 
thank you for being community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Blessed Sacrament Garden 
Committee 
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Mark Your Calendars!   
  As this newsletter reaches you, 
our Stewardship Committee has 
begun the initial planning and 
organizing for our 2021 Parish 
Directory. 
  Lifetouch Church Directories 
will be on-site at our parish 
during the weeks of June 8-12 
and July 6-10. Professional 
portrait photos will be taken in the 
Parish Center. 

  Weekday appointments will  be 
available from 2:00 - 9:00 pm and 
Saturday appointments will be 
available from 10:00 am - 5:00 
pm. 
    Generally, the best times for: 
 Families of 3 or more: 

Tuesday thru Friday, 5:30 - 
8:50 pm or Saturday, 10:00 
am - 4:00 pm 

 Families of less than three, 
retirees, single-member 
households, and those with 
flexible schedules: Tuesday 
thru Friday, 2:30 - 5:20 pm or 
Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

  We will again be offering online 
appointment scheduling via our 
parish website, as well as in-
person scheduling in the 
Gathering Space for all weekend 
Masses. 
    You will receive an automated 
reminder telephone call from 
Lifetouch 1-2 days before your 
appointment. 
    You will again be asked to 
check-in with our volunteers at 
the Parish Center at least 15 
minutes prior to your appointment 

time and you should allow 
approximately one hour for check
-in, photography and portrait 
selection.  
  As with our past directories, 
your favorite household pet is 
more than welcome to participate! 
    Finally, if you are unable to 
have your portrait taken during 
the weeks scheduled and have a 
suitable photograph you would 
like to submit for use in our 
directory, you may do so for a fee 
of approximately $10. Please 
note, submitted photos taken by a 
professional photographer must 
be accompanied by a signed 
release from the photographer 
authorizing its use in our 
directory. 
  For our homebound parishioners 
unable to have a portrait taken in 
our parish center, we hope to once 
again offer in-home photographs 
taken by a member of our parish. 
  Please keep an eye out for 
detailed information in our parish 
bulletins, newsletters, and 
mailings as we draw closer to 
April of 2021. 

2021 Parish Directory Harland Robinson, Program Coordinator 

Blessed Sacrament Church 

Please prayerfully consider 

switching to e-giving. 

www.blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/give 

The Season of Giving 

The blessing of the Advent season is upon us and soon it will be Christmas! 

Please consider a gift to Blessed Sacrament during this holy season. Make a one-

time or recurring donation online by visiting blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/give. 

It’s quick, easy, and convenient!  

http://www.blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/give
http://www.blessedsacramentwaterloo.org/give
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