
VOLUME 9, ISSUE 3 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
PENTECOST 2019 

  Each year, the Church celebrates 

the great Solemnity of Pentecost.  

Pentecost is the birthday of the 

Church.  Pentecost recounts the 

Holy Spirit’s descent upon the 

disciples.  This Solemnity 

inaugurates a new era for the 

world.  Christ promised that after 

his ascension, the Spirit of Truth 

would come.   The Holy Spirit is 

God, is the 3rd person of the 

Trinity, and is an advocate.  The 

Holy Spirit is always with us, 

dwells in us, and empowers us to 

go forth to bring the Good News 

to others. 

  So, the beauty of 

Pentecost is that 

the Holy Spirit 

descends upon the 

Apostles and 

emboldens them.  

Before Pentecost, the Apostles are 

frightened, confused, scared, and 

are unsure about the future.  After 

Pentecost, the Apostles were given 

gifts such as wisdom, knowledge 

(and the ability to speak about it), 

faith, powers of healing, languages 

(tongues), etc.  The Apostles travel 

from Jerusalem out into the world 

to spread the message to the 

world.  In Matthew 28: 18-20, 

Jesus says, “All power in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me.  

Go, therefore, and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you.  And 

behold I am with you always, until 

the end of the age.” 

  As baptized Christians, we 

believe that we have our own 

Pentecost moment.  The Holy 

Spirit descended upon each of us 

at our Baptism to give us the same 

gifts that were given to the 

apostles.  The Holy Spirit 

descended upon each of us in 

Confirmation to strengthen us, to 

give us that push to go out into the 

world.  We are all called to use our 

gifts whether in the priesthood/

religious life, married life, or even 

the single life.  We are all 

emboldened to go forth to set the 

world on fire with faith and the 

love of God. 

  This task seems daunting.  But 

remember what Jesus said, “I am 

with you always until the end of 

the age.” Not only does the Spirit 

embolden, but Jesus himself is 

ever present.  Yes, where the Spirit 

is, there is Jesus.  But Jesus is also 

with us in the Sacrament of his 

body and blood, the Eucharist.  It 

is God whom we worship at Mass 

and Jesus that we receive.  It is 

Jesus in the Eucharist that reminds 

us of his presence, and gives us the 

spiritual nourishment that we need 

to go out into the world.  On June 

23, the Church celebrates the Feast 

of the Body and Blood of Christ 

(Corpus Christi).  This day is our 

parish feast day. We will be 

offering Eucharistic Adoration to 

give you an opportunity to pray 

before our Lord  

in  the 

Eucharist.  The 

Masses that 

weekend will 

have a little 

extra solemnity 

to it.  And, we 

will be offering 

a parish 

barbeque after the 10:30 am Mass 

to build a spirit of fraternity. 

  For us to be open to the Holy 

Spirit to embolden us and to 

propel us to go forward, our hearts 

need to be open to the presence of 

Jesus especially at Mass in the 

Eucharist.  The words, the 

gestures, the postures that we all 

use in common remind us that we 

are one people and create an 

atmosphere in our soul that allows 

Jesus to become fully present and 

enrich us in the Spirit.  On this 

Pentecost, the birthday of the 

Church, may God set your hearts 

on fire with the Holy Spirit.  I pray 

that you will rediscover the fire 

and gifts of the Spirit in you.  I 

pray that you will recognize Jesus 

in the Eucharist that you receive.  

We are all one people in one faith 

called to one mission but we all 

have our individual gifts given us 

by the Holy Spirit to bring about 

the Kingdom of God.  Don’t be 

afraid to use them and God bless 

you all! 

 

Fr. Tony 

The Beauty of Pentecost 

Fr. Tony Kruse 

Pastor 

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  
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Seminary Intern 
  My name is 

Michael 

DeClerck, I 

am a first-

year pre-

theologian. I 

began my 

journey as a 

Lutheran of 

the ELCA 

tradition in the suburbs of 

Chicago.  

  As a boy, I was moved by the 

love and sacrifice of our Lord on 

the cross. I wanted to follow Jesus 

in some way, but I never imagined 

where that would take me. In the 

spring of 2006, after months of 

Bible study and RCIA at the 

University of Illinois, I realized 

that God was calling me to the 

Catholic faith. My love for our 

Lord and the Catholic faith grew 

as I led Bible studies on campus 

and volunteered as a teacher for 

the Totus Tuus program. After 

consecrating myself to Our Lady, I 

began to discern priesthood. 

  I moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa in 

2010 and became a software 

engineer at Rockwell Collins. I 

developed software for military 

aircraft, for the A350 wide body, 

the E2 Embraer jet, and the A220 

passenger planes. In 2018, I was 

accepted into the seminary 

program for the Archdiocese of 

Dubuque, and here I am after my 

first year!  

  I love ultimate Frisbee. I helped 

organize an ultimate Frisbee group 

in Cedar Rapids where I lived for 

eight years. I also love to water 

ski, snowboard, and hike. I am 

kind of a nerd. For instance, I can 

cite from Tolkien’s Lord of the 

Rings. My favorite Marvel movie 

is Captain America: The Winter 

Soldier.  

  I am looking forward to meeting 

you! May God bless you.  
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Elementary School Building Changes Harland Robinson, PC Chair 

  As we 

prepare for 

the transition 

of Blessed 

Sacrament 

School from 

an elementary 

building to a 

Daycare/PreK 3-4 Preschool, we 

would like to update you on 

current and planned changes to our 

school building and usage of the 

spaces. 

  First and foremost, any and all 

structural changes to the building 

require the final approval of our 

Pastoral Council before work 

begins. The only changes 

approved to date incident to 

conversion of our building from an 

elementary school to a daycare 

facility are those required by the 

State of Iowa to obtain licensure 

and certification as a daycare 

facility. This has necessitated 

installation of a new Fire exit, 

concrete stoop and walk in our 

Northwest classroom 116/118; 

and, the addition of a second sink, 

base cabinets and utility sink with 

a new 10’ counter in the bathroom 

in room 116. These modifications 

to rooms 116/118 have been 

financed by CVCS and work by 

McFarland Construction is 

underway. No other structural 

changes to the building are 

anticipated at this time - and no 

walls have been or will be 

removed. 

  Secondly, there have been many 

questions raised concerning the 

availability of unused spaces in the 

building for various parish 

activities. We have been provided 

with a schematic of the building 

showing its new layout and usage 

as a Daycare/PreK 3-4 facility.  

  We would like you to know that 

all classroom spaces will be 

utilized for Daycare/PreK 3-4 

operations and Faith Formation 

programs. As our Daycare is 

providing services until 8:00 p.m., 

we do not foresee any school 

spaces being available for use for 

other parish activities. Should we 

identify spaces in the building 

which can be utilized without 

interfering with the Daycare/PreK 

3-4 operation, the Pastoral Council 

will certainly look at the 

appropriate use of those spaces 

and coordinate with CVCS prior to 

a decision being made in that 

regard. 

  Lastly, we have been provided 

with a timetable for the movement 

of all elementary school classroom 

materials, desks, textbooks, etc., 

out of the building this summer, as 

well as for a deep cleaning of the 

building. This is a large logistical 

undertaking with a lot of moving 

parts as the elementary moves out 

and the expanded Daycare/PreK 3-

4 moves in to the building, so we 

ask for your patience and 

understanding. 

  We are most appreciative of the 

efforts of the CVCS 

Administrative Team and, 

especially Tom Novotney, Chief 

Administrator, to maintain open 

communications with our parish 

leadership to ensure that this 

transition takes place as smoothly 

as possible. As your parish 

leadership, we will 

strive to keep you 

informed as this 

process takes place. 
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Blessed Sacrament School - A Reflection 
I grew up directly 

across from 

Blessed 

Sacrament 

School. The 

church and the 

school were 

pivotal in our 

family life. Everything in the 

Webber household centered 

around family, church, school, 

and the neighborhood. Literally, 

there were at LEAST 75 Blessed 

Sacrament kids within our 3 

block range! Kids were 

everywhere! Pick-up games of 

softball and tag football were a 

constant on the school's field, 

across from our house. If it were 

Springtime, the field was used to 

fly kites. In the wintertime, even 

the non-Catholic kids used the 

Blessed Sacrament hill to sled 

on. (That hill was INFAMOUS!) 

Kids ran across yards, biked 

everywhere, and stayed out past 

the street lights coming on. 

  When Blessed Sacrament's Fall 

Festival came around, the 

"Dad's" of the neighborhood, all 

took a turkey to prepare in their 

home ovens, for the big event. 

The "Mom's" supervised the 

"Dad's", but mostly, got out of 

their way... 

  I remember the great fun of the 

Epiphany parties in January! The 

families would bring their 

Christmas tree for a GrAnD 

bonfire, and again, "The Hill" 

would provide the sledding fun! 

  Every once in a while, the 

"nunny-bunnies" (School Sisters 

of Notre Dame) even joined us in 

our games! THOSE were 

memories to cherish!! Whenever 

the good Sisters ventured out 

walking in the neighborhood, we 

wondered where they'd stop for a 

visit. Our house was a regular 

"Watering Hole". The Sisters 

would be especially happy when 

my Dad was home, for some 

reason ... I once overheard that 

they were tired of "coffee"... 

  As naive as I was in grade 

school, I remember once 

thinking how nice it was to have 

our own school. I loved God. I 

loved my friends and neighbors 

and I was pretty certain that 

should everyone go to Blessed 

Sacrament School, the world 

would be better off! Our 

classrooms were brimming with 

kids, and though I ThOuGhT my 

neighborhood out-numbered 

others, once we were all 

collected in our classes, we all 

evened out. There were just SO 

MaNy kids!! 

  Leaving Blessed Sacrament 

School in 8th grade, and moving 

on to Columbus High School 

was terrifying for me. My 

comfort zone and "home" was 

Blessed Sacrament School. But 

Fr. Brunkan, the principal, was a 

God-send to me, and to many 

others. He welcomed all students 

and called us by name on the 

first day of school. I'll never 

forget how he addressed us as 

the "Columbus Family" and 

referenced us as "family" from 

our first day of high school, to 

the last. Immediately my fears 

were eased, and again, I felt like 

I had found my new "home". 

  I will tell you that while 

attending the University of 

Northern Iowa, I felt lost. 

Nobody knew my name. Nobody 

told me that I was part of their 

"family". It was THEN, that I 

felt in my heart that my "home" 

would be in a Catholic School, 

as a teacher ... That the Gospel 

values were ingrained in the fiber 

of who I was, and no other 

school system would ever satisfy 

my heart. 

  It surprised no-one in my 

family, nor friends, that in May 

of my senior year in college, I 

was applying for jobs in Catholic 

Schools. When, lo and behold, it 

just so happened that my beloved 

Blessed Sacrament was in need 

of a teacher! 

The rest is history… 

 

Lynne Johnson 

Join Us!!! 

Ministry Appreciation Breakfast 

Sunday, June 9th - 8:00 am to Noon (Parish Center) 
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  My Blessed 

Sacrament 

journey began in 

1988. My 

husband and I 

were to be 

married in the 

parish I grew up 

in. Due to unfortunate 

circumstances we did not feel 

comfortable during the planning 

period. Heartbroken, we were 

forced to search for another 

church. Our search led us to 

Blessed Sacrament. Father 

Bernie Grady was very kind and 

welcomed us immediately. I was 

also interviewing for a teaching 

position at this time. I had 

interviewed at St. Edwards and 

failed miserably. I would have 

never hired me!  

  Shortly after our May wedding 

I interviewed for an early 

childhood position at my new 

home parish school Blessed 

Sacrament. I was hired! God's 

plan. All of the heartache was 

quickly forgotten and I began my 

career working first with 

preschoolers then for the next 30 

years, my favorites, the 

Kindergarten "Kuties"!  

  Blessed Sacrament is home for 

me. I have grown professionally 

there but most importantly, I 

have grown in my faith there. 

Deep and loving relationships 

have been built throughout the 

years all centered around service 

and love for God's people. I have 

always believed that the children 

we taught in our school were so 

lucky! They reaped the benefits 

of a caring staff that truly cares 

for each other. We have always 

been a family, each bringing his 

or her gifts to share with our 

children and each other. Visitors 

have said it countless times

 "Blessed Sacrament 

School just feels good!" 

Happiness really does live there! 

  But times change. And though I 

feel we NEED Catholic 

education even MORE today, 

enrollment throughout the city at 

all of our Catholic schools has 

dwindled. No longer can we 

keep three buildings open and 

remain sustainable. We will end 

another school year at Blessed 

Sacrament soon, but for the last 

time. Many "lasts" are being 

remembered at this time and it 

will be hard to leave my home. A 

building filled with love and 

happiness...it is just that, a 

building.  

  The Blessed Sacrament School 

staff K-5 will move to the St. 

Edward's campus next school 

year. A different building but 

even more opportunity to grow 

in our faith and build 

relationships.  Together we can 

be stronger in so many ways in 

serving our students. The 

opportunities for collaboration 

are limitless! We have the 

opportunity to become 

something very special as we 

combine to work together to 

keep our important work alive!  

  Our Catholic faith and values 

will continue to grow because of 

all of the special people who are 

willing to continue to say yes to 

this important work. I look 

forward to doing my part to 

make my new "home" a happy 

place. A place where children 

and adults can all grow in our 

faith and continue to serve God's 

people. In the end it's about 

keeping Catholic schools alive 

and growing! All in God's plan. 

 

Lori Frost 

Estate Sale Services 

Downsizing? Clearing household goods from an estate? 

Blessed Sacrament parishioners offer Estate Sale Services for 

those willing to donate the proceeds back to Blessed Sacrament 

Parish. At your location, we will set up for a sale, advertise and 

staff the sale, and dispose of what remains after the sale. If you 

are interested in discussing or scheduling a sale with us, please 

call Margaret Klein at 319-429-1907 or email: 

margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com 
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Faith Formation News Dave Cushing, Dir. Of Adult Formation 

  Times change, and so do family 

needs. 

  That's why our efforts to provide 

faith formation and education for 

families in the Waterloo parishes 

also continue to grow and change. 

When the parishes consolidated 

faith formation and education 

programs into a single, 

cooperative effort serving all four 

parishes, one of the primary 

reasons was the desire to provide 

new and better formation 

opportunities than any of the 

parishes could provide on their 

own. 

  I hope you can see that desire 

reflected in the opportunities 

which we offer for the faith 

formation and religious education 

of children and youth. 

  In addition to our traditional 

Wednesday evening religious 

education program for children in 

grades K-8 who do not attend a 

Catholic school, we have offered a 

very popular Summer Religious 

Education Program.  For many 

families, this two-week summer 

program is much more convenient 

than a school-year program 

stretched out over 30-some weeks; 

in fact, for some the summer 

program is the only opportunity 

that works for their family's 

schedule.  We are adding an 

opportunity for high school 

students to this year's Summer 

program. 

This year's Summer program 

meets June 17-28 at Blessed Maria 

Assunta Pallotta Middle School, 

9:00am to Noon.   

  For the past two years, we have 

also offered a Sunday morning 

program which met every other 

week throughout the school year.  

However, we discovered that 

Sunday mornings do not work 

well for families from other 

parishes and we have discontinued 

the Sunday morning program for 

the coming year.  In its place we 

will offer a new opportunity which 

will meet once a month for an 

extended time on Saturday 

mornings.  Our goal is to make 

this program a more innovative, 

interactive experience than the 

traditional, grade-level classroom 

model. 

  We will again be offering the 

Totus Tuus enrichment 

opportunity for all children and 

youth in grades K-12 this summer, 

and we will be working this year 

to reshape our faith formation and 

education opportunities throughout 

the year for middle and high 

school students who are not 

enrolled in a Catholic school and 

for families who wish to home-

school children in the Catholic 

faith. 

  All of these efforts reflect the 

commitment which the Waterloo 

Parishes and the Faith Formation 

Team have made to provide faith 

formation and education 

opportunities which meet the 

needs and circumstances of busy 

families.  They provide an 

important reinforcement to the 

example and experience of the 

Catholic faith which families and 

parish communities provide to our 

children and youth. 

  For information and registration 

for any of our formation and 

education programs for children 

and youth, please contact the Faith 

Formation Office at 319-233-0498 

or email:  

beckymcelroyff@gmail.com 

1st - 6th Grade: Monday, July 15 - Friday, July 19 
 

9:00 AM - 2:30 PM, St. Edward School 
Children participating in the 1st-6th grade program will need to bring a sack lunch each day.  Snacks are provided. 

 

7th - 12th Grade: Sunday, July 14 - Thursday, July 18 
 

7:00 - 9:15 PM, Blessed Maria Assunta Pallotta Middle School 
Teens participating in the 7th-12th grade program will have snacks provided each night.   
 

For questions, contact: 
 Renae and William Brandle, Program Coordinators, email: re-

naeco57@yahoo.com 
 Ellen Kuchera, Assoc. Dir. Of Young Adult Ministry, ph.: 319-349-6710 or 

email: dbqwcya@dbqarch.org. 
Cost: $5 per Child; No More Than $15 per Family. For information and to register visit: www.waterloocatholics.org/new-
totus-tuus 

REGISTRATION 

DEADLINE: 

 July 1, 2019 

mailto:beckymcelroyff@gmail.com
http://www.waterloocatholics.org/new-totus-tuus
http://www.waterloocatholics.org/new-totus-tuus
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  Do you have 

someone in your life 

who comforts you by 

their very presence?  

Someone whose quiet 

and peaceful nature 

calms and reassures 

you?  The words 

“listen” and “silent” 

use the same letters and, in this case, 

they describe the same man, Derek 

Mineart. 

  I met Derek the other day.  It was 

raining and windy outside, but his 

house was warm and inviting.  We sat 

at his table to have our talk about 

faith and life in general.  The kids 

were in school and his wife was at 

work, so the house was quiet.  Derek 

was home because bad weather 

seriously impacts his daily work at 

Oleson Sod Company.  On a side 

note, he runs a small business selling 

telescoping flag poles and does 

several shows a year. 

  Married since 2006 to his wife, 

Shannan, Derek has a son, Ramsey, 

and a daughter, Kyla.  They live in a 

traditional two story house in 

Waterloo.  Traditional is a good word 

to describe this man.  He was born 

and raised in Fairfield, Iowa.  There 

was no Catholic school in Fairfield. 

Derek and his brother attended Holy 

Mass and Sunday School each week 

and then Religious Education classes 

Wednesday evening. 

  In a traditional Catholic boy meets 

Catholic girl story, Shannan and 

Derek met while in high school and 

dated for six or seven years before 

marrying at St. Mary’s Catholic 

Church, in Fairfield. Waterloo 

became their destination when 

Shannan got a job with Covenant 

Medical Center, now known as Mercy 

One.  Derek graduated from UNI with 

a degree in Business Administration 

and began managing Radio Shack 

stores. 

  In Waterloo, they began looking for 

a Catholic parish to join, one that felt 

welcoming and a little like home.  At 

first, they settled on Immaculate 

Conception in Gilbertville, making 

the trek for about four years.  After 

meeting Father Tom McDermott, they 

decided to try Blessed Sacrament and 

here they remain.  Derek felt a sense 

of inclusion and family.  He felt that 

his strengths were recognized and 

valued.  He is quiet but watchful, 

aware of how people are treated and 

valued. 

  As the Grand Knight of The Knights 

of Columbus, Derek told me he tries 

to patiently wait for people to speak at 

the meetings because it would hurt 

him if someone thought they weren’t 

being listened to.  His quiet patience 

brings out the talents in others.  He 

believes that God has placed him in a 

unique position at this time.  His job 

keeps him running from spring 

through fall but from December 

through March it all slows down, 

allowing him the freedom to be 

seriously involved in both his 

children’s lives and in charitable 

outreach. 

  One mantra runs through his faith, 

“God is there and He has a plan for 

me and my family.” 

  Derek’s upbringing rooted him in 

the faith but what holds him here is 

the true presence of God at Holy 

Communion.  He prays every night 

before bed.  Traditional, quiet but not 

shy, confident, and reliable.  In an 

emergency he does not overwhelm 

with emotional dialogue, he works 

behind the scene to organize what 

needs to be done.  Steady as a rock. 

  Perhaps his quietness comes from 

being hearing impaired, as is his son.  

Maybe it is because of this that he is 

able to hear, so clearly, what God 

wants for him and his family.  He is 

very proud of his wife and their 

children.  He is proud of his faith.  He 

is proud of the life they are building.  

God is there........and He has a plan. 

  I asked Derek who he most admired.  

He thought for a moment and quietly 

said, “my dad”. He went on to say 

how he had watched his dad take care 

of family all of his life.  His dad came 

from a large family and became the 

son who looked after Grandma.  

Taking care of family was both a 

pledge and a promise.  In fact, his 

parents, who moved here to be close 

to both of their sons, now attend 

Blessed Sacrament, as well.  A 

pledge.........a promise. 

  A fun fact about Derek is that he 

plays the drums.  A very noisy 

instrument for a very quiet man. 

Drums are like a heartbeat and a 

couple of years ago his little girl, 

Kyla, said she had “heart beeps”.  She 

had SVT, or Supraventricular 

Tachycardia.  Her heart was beating 

very fast and erratically and she was 

air-flighted to Iowa City hospitals.  

The fear and anxiety was very real.  

The race to the hospital was in his 

capable hands.  He meets fear and 

anxiety with attention to details; it is 

his way of coping.  Prayers whistling 

through his mind, they arrived to 

discover a little miracle.  Their child 

was going to be alright. 

  Derek believes in miracles.  He 

believes he has witnessed small 

examples of the presence of God 

throughout his life. 

  For fun, Derek enjoys fishing and 

hunting, landscaping and building, 

but mostly family camping.  They’re 

the people he enjoys the most.  A 

pledge. 

  A man of solid beliefs and principles 

is Derek. I am so glad he chose to be 

part of the Blessed Sacrament family.  

Greet him joyfully for by these 

beliefs, Derek Mineart lives.........that 

everybody should help their fellow 

humans out.......that charity does as 

much good for you as it does for 

those you give to.........and that........ 

  God is there.........and He has a plan 

for you, too. 

   

Daily Disciple - Derek Mineart Margaret Klein, Contributing Editor 



An Alpha Recap... 

  Our first Blessed 

Sacrament Alpha 

session wrapped up 

on May 8.  Before 

this program began, 

I wondered how well it would go 

over.  I wondered if a team would 

come together.  I wondered if 

anyone would sign up.  I 

wondered if volunteers would 

provide the meals.  I wondered if 

we would lose people after the 

first few sessions.  I wondered if 

this program would reach anyone.  

I wondered … 

  What a gift Alpha turned out to 

be for our participants. What a gift 

it turned out to be for the team.  

What a gift it turned out to be for 

me.  We spend much of our lives 

over-complicating matters … our 

schedules, work, family, friends.  

We forget how to go back to the 

basics or simplify our lives.  In 

today’s world, we are driven by 

our schedules and the “must do” 

mentality, that we don’t know how 

to just …. BE.  

  It’s not often we get an 

opportunity to simply BE, and that 

is exactly what Alpha did for the 

approximate thirty-two people in 

attendance each week.  I quickly 

began to look forward to my 

Wednesday evenings, when I got 

to see and be with the variety of 

parishioners and non-parishioners 

in attendance.  They became my 

Alpha friends.     

  If you don’t remember what 

Alpha is about, it is the starting 

point of our Christian faith.  It is 

11 weeks of sharing a meal, 

watching a video on some aspect 

of our Christian faith, and then 

talking with others in small groups 

about what you just watched.  

Here is what a few of our Alpha-

goers had to say: 

 

 Participant Pat Colwell said 

“Alpha was a wonderful 

experience for Marty and me.  

The video series is just superb 

– a beautiful reminder of the 

treasures of our faith.  … 

Alpha fosters friendship.  … 

the folks who helped did a 

great job right here in our 

parish.  The meals were lovely, 

as was the humor.  I got to 

know a number of others, and 

that is a true gift.  I’d 

recommend the series to 

everyone.”  

 Team Member Denise 

Hoffman said “Alpha was a 

great discovery of my 

Christian faith.  It led me to a 

deeper thinking of Christianity, 

why I pray, why Church is 

important, and why I need to 

use my talents that God has 

given me.  It was exciting to 

hear that others had similar 

ideas and questions about our 

faith … I would highly 

recommend this experience for 

anyone who has questions, 

wants to explore their faith, or 

just wants to find other ways to 

connect to God.”  

 Participant Vince Schons 
said “What I liked most about 

Alpha was it gave me time to 

sit back and reflect upon my 

Catholic faith.  I was able to 

share ideas and concerns and 

learn about others who felt the 

same way as me which was 

reassuring.  It helped me 

strengthen my faith and made 

me feel a lot more connected 

to my parish community.”  

 Team Member Erin 

McGrane:  "As a practicing 

Catholic, I went into this 

thinking, 'Will there be much 

for me to get out of this?'  It 

wasn't long before I realized I 

needed this more than I could 

have imagined!  I looked 

forward to the videos each 

week as well as the small 

group breakouts!  It was 

wonderful to get to know the 

other people and be able to say 

anything and hear about other's 

experiences.  I would 

definitely recommend Alpha 

to ... everyone!" 

 

  Not doing much yourself this 

summer or do you have a college 

kid home from school?    Waterloo 

Catholic Faith Formation is 

offering a summer Alpha session 

starting on Tuesday, June 4, from 

5:30 – 7:15 pm at COR located 

at 220 E. 4th Street in Waterloo.  

Consider going as a gift to 

yourself, or invite your college 

kids hanging around this summer 

to sign up with a friend.  It’s free 

of charge, and you can register by 

going to: waterloocatholics.org/

alpha.    
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Maggie England, Pastoral Assoc. 

Don’t Forget! Beginning Tuesday, June 4th! 

Tuesday Mass is moving to 5:30 p.m. 

http://www.waterloocatholics.org/alpha
http://www.waterloocatholics.org/alpha


Can Stewardship & Evangelization Be Friends? 
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  Stewardship … does your mind 

automatically think of financial 

matters and financial matters only?  

While financial matters are 

certainly one element of 

stewardship, the fact that it is also 

a spiritual matter often gets 

overlooked.  Spiritual stewardship 

is an expression of discipleship, 

and discipleship 

is based on 

people truly 

believing in 

God’s ownership 

of the gifts and 

blessings in their lives.  It has the 

power to change.  It is the 

conversion of the ‘me’ to the ‘we.’  

The more that spiritual 

stewardship is practiced, the more 

one recognizes that God is the 

center of it all, and once that truth 

is understood, everything else 

simply falls in place.   

  Evangelization. Evangelization. 

Evangelization.  I repeat the word 

because it is time for us to no 

longer be uncomfortable or afraid 

of it.  Evangelization does not 

have to be scary.  Evangelization 

does not have to be cringe-worthy.  

Most of us today do not think of 

ourselves as disciples, so we find 

ourselves averting our eyes or 

getting a bit squeamish when we 

hear this word.  In reality, we are 

all called to be disciples and that 

means we are students.  It is a 

learning process.  Just as 

discipleship is a journey, 

evangelization is a journey with 

other people.  Evangelization is 

communicating 

with someone.  

Think about going 

for a walk with a 

friend, or simply 

bumping into 

someone in a 

parking lot walking into a 

building.  You attempt to converse 

with that person, but you walk 

ahead at a much faster pace.  What 

an awkward conversation that is, if 

you can even call it that.  It just 

won’t work.  Same with 

evangelization. We can’t walk in 

front of someone.  We must walk 

beside him or her.  That’s it.  

That’s the key … to walk with just 

one person at a time. 

  How do stewardship and 

evangelization go together?  The 

answer is simple, but takes 

practice and courage.  Each one of 

us has unique talents, spirituality, 

intellect, gifts, and treasures that 

our God has given to us.  We 

cannot waste them, and these tools 

are there for us to use to give back 

to God in a way that lifts our 

Church up, not tear it down.  We 

do this by walking beside another 

person and we use our unique gifts 

with the help of Jesus, through the 

Holy Spirit, to bring that person 

closer to Him.  Right there, that’s 

stewardship and evangelization 

holding hands … being best 

friends.   

  Ultimately, we want to be people 

who live with faith, with hope, 

with love, and the only way to do 

that is if we embrace the faith, 

hope, and love of Jesus in our 

daily lives.  For Jesus is knocking 

on the doors of our hearts.  Are we 

opening the door fully to Him and 

welcoming Him, or are we still 

looking through the peephole and 

peeking through the curtain, to see 

who it is and whether or not it is a 

good time to let Him in?  I hope 

and pray that the answer is a 

readiness to welcome Him fully 

into our lives so that we can share 

Him with the world, because there 

is no time like the present.  Be 

Bold.  Be Joyful.  Be His Presence 

to just one other person this 

summer – you can do it! 

Maggie England,  

Pastoral Associate 

SUMMER PROGRAM 

June 17th - 28th, Monday - Friday 

9:00 am - Noon, Blessed Maria Assunta 

Pallotta Middle School 

For more information, call 319-233-0498 or email: beckymcelroyff@gmail.com 

(Children K-8, Not Enrolled in Catholic Schools) 

mailto:beckymcelroyff@gmail.com
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Lenten Meal Packaging Derek Mineart. Coordinator 

  Our Lenten project 

to prepare low-cost, 

pre-packaged meals 

for distribution by 

the Northeast Iowa 

Food Bank 

continues to meet 

with great success due to the 

involvement of our many dedicated 

volunteers from the community, as 

well as financial and in-kind support 

from local churches and 

organizations. 

    This year, in partnership with 

Outreach, we packaged 51,000 meals 

at a cost of $12,852.00. We are happy 

to announce that we had plenty of 

ingredients on hand and surpassed our 

goal of 50,000 meals due to the 

dedicated efforts of our many 

wonderful volunteers. 

    As a parish, we raised $5,717.85 

through our Brass Bucket 

campaign and received 

donations of $5,000 from 

the Gallagher Foundation; 

$500 each from St. 

Edward Catholic Church,  Blessed 

Sacrament and Sacred Heart Knights 

of Columbus Councils, and $350 

from Zion Lutheran Church.        

  Our volunteer base in support of this 

project continues 

to grow within 

the Waterloo 

community and 

we were blessed 

to receive the 

overwhelming 

support of 

approximately 340 volunteers. We are 

truly blessed to receive volunteer 

support from not only our own 

parishioners, but also from Blessed 

Sacrament School, Zion Lutheran 

Church, First Congregational Church, 

Queen of Peace, Sacred Heart, St. 

Edward, the various Knights of 

Columbus Councils, Boy Scouts, and  

our metro Faith Formation religious 

education students. What a wonderful 

expression of our love for others! 

    We were also blessed to receive the 

support of the Isle of Capri Hotel and 

Casino for lodging and United 

Rentals for providing a forklift.  

    Since beginning this project five 

years ago, we have packaged over 

250,000 meals! 

    Thanks to all who participated in 

making this project an outstanding 

success! 

Community Garden Mike & Cecile Knipp 

  Well another summer is fast 

approaching and we will be 

looking for those volunteers to 

help maintain the garden by 

watering, weeding, and eventually 

harvesting the crop.   

  This year we have asparagus and 

blueberry bushes growing.  The 

asparagus is on its second season; 

it will need one more season under 

its belt in order to harvest 

it  (typically the 3rd season is when 

it’s the best).   Blueberry bushes 

are doing fine; they too will need 

another season in order to really 

start producing.    The additional 

crop we would like to plant this 

year is:   tomato’s for sure and 

possibly bush beans, okra and, 

cucumbers. We will ask the group 

that would like to help again this 

year what their vote might be. 

  We are planning on trying to get 

these planted by Wednesday May 

29th around 5:00 p.m., weather 

permitting.   Shouldn’t take but an 

hour or so.   We also want to 

continue to beautify the area.  This 

year we would like to put a border 

around the beds with mulch.  This 

will greatly help those who have to 

mow around the beds, making it 

much easier on them plus making 

it look better.     This will take a 

bit more time to finish up.    

  The cost of all this shouldn’t be 

too much but any financial support 

to the garden project would be 

greatly appreciated.   Please 

contact Terri Glidewell at the 

church or simply send in your 

donation with a letter as to where 

you want the funds to go to.   This 

will help offset plant costs, mulch, 

and the brick we will use as a 

border around the beds.    

  This year we would like the 

harvest to go to those in our 

neighborhood and Catholic 

Worker House.    

Saturday, August 17th  
After 4:30 Mass 
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Parish Community Life - A Place for You! 
  Have you 

found 

yourself 

wondering if 

you should 

get involved 

in parish life, 

or do you 

have an idea about an event or a 

gathering you think would be great 

for our parish to put on?  Well the 

Parish Community Life 

Committee is always looking for 

new committee members, and is 

always looking for persons willing 

to coordinate and put on a 

particular event for our parish.  

You do not have to be an active 

committee member to be willing 

to put your time and efforts into 

just one event and you will always 

have the support of the committee.  

  For example, the Parish 

Community Life Committee 

would like to thank Ann 

Baumgartner, Beth Sadd, and 

Kathy Scanlon for coordinating 

our most recent ladies’ Salad 

Supper.  It was a wonderful event 

and a great opportunity for women 

to gather, socialize, and do a little 

community building.  Our 

committee would also like to 

thank the group of dedicated 

volunteers who are currently 

organizing our parish’s upcoming 

Summer Garage Sale, which is 

another great opportunity for our 

parish community to come 

together.     

  Please mark your calendars for a 

couple of summer events to get 

together with our parish family 

and enjoy each other’s company.  

One is our Blessed Sacrament 

Parish Family 

Waterloo Bucks 

Game on Sunday, 

July 21st.  The 

game is at 2:05 

pm, and more 

details will come.  

Second is our end-

of-summer 

Back-2-School 

Parish 

Cookout, 

which will be 

held after the 

4:30 pm Mass on Saturday, 

August 17th.  Both of these events 

are for people of all ages, and ALL 

ARE WELCOME!  We hope to 

see you there! 

 ~ Parish Community 

Life Committee   

2019 Dates: July 25, 26 and 27th.   

 

Donations accepted July 20th 

through July 23rd. 

 

  In early 2016, Margaret Klein 

and Mary Nichols initiated the 1st 

Garage Sale.  The sale was a huge 

success and brought in $8400.  

  The income from the Garage 

Sales goes into the general fund at 

Blessed Sacrament. 

  The team (consisting of several 

additional members) decided to 

continue this fundraiser.  The 2017 

sale was bigger and better-raising 

$9000.  

  In 2018, the goal was $10,000 

and was reached.  This could not 

have been accomplished without 

the generous donations of sale 

items and hours of volunteer time.  

In 2018, over 1200 hours of time 

were donated by Parish members. 

The volunteer opportunities for the 

sale were added to the BS website 

in 2018  (thank you Harland 

Robinson for setting up and 

Maggie England for managing).   

  Thank you to all who make this 

happen - the Parish office, truckers 

who picked up and delivered 

household goods to the sale, 

Warren Transport for providing 

the trailer for storage, the members 

of the Parish for the donations of 

time and sale items, and the entire 

garage sale team. 

  On the last day of the sale, many 

non-profit organizations in the 

area are invited to come and 

choose items at no cost. Some of 

these are Veterans organizations, 

Americans for Independent 

Living, House of Hope, and Cedar 

Valley Hospitality House.  

  Every year brings changes and 

improvements - 2019 will be the 

best yet! Please join in the fun and 

volunteer - sign up forms can be 

found on the parish website, at the 

Ministry Appreciation Breakfast, 

and at Masses prior to the sale. 

  In addition to the garage sale, this 

group offers Heavenly Sales, an 

estate sale service.  If we can meet 

your needs, contact Margaret 

Klein at 319-429-1907 or email: 

margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com. 

4th Annual Garage Sale Yvonne Heuer, Garage Sale Committee 

mailto:margaret.lenz.klein@gmail.com


2019 Pastoral Council Election Harland Robinson, PC Chair 

  Our parish held a competitive 

election the weekend of May 11th 

& 12th to enable our parishioners 

to select three new members to 

serve on the Pastoral Council. We 

had a great slate of candidates for 

this election and are grateful to 

Judy Bullis, Dan McGrane, Vince 

Schons and Amy Tracy for their 

willingness to answer the call to 

share their  abilities, experience, 

and wisdom to lead the parish for 

the next three years. 

  At the close of balloting on 

Sunday afternoon, Judy Bullis, 

Dan McGrane, and Vince Schons 

were elected as Councilors. We 

look forward to their membership 

with great anticipation. 

  We would also like you to know 

that Margaret Klein has been 

appointed to serve a three-year 

term on the Pastoral Council as 

our Wisdom Generation 

Representative. 

  As we approach our final Council 

meeting of this fiscal year, we 

extend our thanks and blessings to 

Catherine Boesen, Joanne 

Chandler, and Tanya Cutsforth 

for their many years of selfless 

dedication as leaders of the 

Community of Blessed Sacrament. 

  Finally, thank you to all who 

voted in this election. We had 444 

paper ballots and 10 online ballots 

submitted. We are grateful for 

your care and concern for our 

Parish. 
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Judy Bullis Margaret Klein Dan McGrane Vince Schons 

“We do not own anything; rather, 

everything we have is on loan to us, 

entrusted by the owner, namely 

God.” Archbishop Michael Jackels  
 

  Summer is almost here. The 

transition from winter to spring 

has been a slow and uneven 

process, but summer is getting 

close. 

  As the warmth arrives, many take 

a day to open the windows and let 

the fresh air in. Garages are 

cleaned. Basements are 

reorganized. The storage 

cupboards are put back together. 

This gives great satisfaction 

knowing that this is taken care 

of…. for another year. 

  Another spring cleaning chore to 

consider   would    be   looking   at  

family 

finances, including estate 

planning. How long has it been 

since that was looked at in detail? 

Taking some time to do that is 

important to ensure that the wishes 

of how assets are to be distributed 

after we are gone. 

  When you do this type of estate 

planning work, we pray you 

consider the possibility of 

including Blessed Sacrament. The 

mission of Christ is the mission of 

the parish. The parish 

accomplishes this mission through 

prayer, the Eucharist, and service 

to others. The gifts of time, talent, 

and treasure by all parishioners 

breathes life into this mission. Part 

of that can be accomplished 

through an estate gift. 

  Putting it off for a rainy day 

could mean that it doesn’t get 

done. But being deliberate with 

estate planning as we are with the 

spring cleaning is an important 

step as we work to determine how 

we use the gifts God has entrusted 

to us. 

  Being a good steward of those 

gifts to benefit those most in need 

is what Jesus commanded us to do. 

  If you would like to learn just 

how easy it is to set up such a gift 

to support our parish and its 

mission, contact any member of 

the Blessed Sacrament 

Development Council. 

  God come to my assistance. Lord 

make haste to help me. 

Greg Greco 

Father Putz                  Legacy Society 
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Live Streaming Anniversary 
  May 12th marked the 1st 

anniversary of our live streaming 

broadcasts of the Mass and special 

events as an outreach ministry to 

our homebound and sick 

parishioners, as well as those 

parishioners unable to attend due 

to circumstances beyond their 

control. 

  As we mark the completion of 

our first year of broadcasting, we 

would like to acknowledge the 

dedicated efforts of our small 

corps of volunteer camera 

operators who selflessly give of 

their time and talents to ensure that 

our viewers can enjoy a fulfilling 

Mass experience that allows them 

to maintain a deep connection to 

their parish family and friends. We 

are grateful to Roy Burton, Chris 

Davis, Maggie England, Joe 

Evans, Dennis Hayes, Margaret 

Klein, Mike Knipp, Candice 

Miller, and Judyann Macdonald 

for their continuing commitment 

to this most vital ministry. 

  Over the past year, our virtual 

presence has continued to grow to 

the point and we can report that 

our broadcasts are seen world-

wide and we have loyal followers 

in Canada, Granada, The 

Philippines, Hawaii, Ireland, Italy, 

Germany, and the State of 

Washington! 

  Our website has attracted 1,709 

individual viewers who have 

logged 10,980 total views 

spanning 1,519 hours of time. Our 

Facebook Live broadcasts have 

generated over 1,080 hours of 

viewing time. 

If this ministry meets your needs, 

or you believe in its potential to 

minister to our homebound and 

sick, please help us in support of 

our outreach program by spreading 

the word and encouraging its 

financial support. For a few extra 

dollars each month, this service 

can stand on its own and become 

“budget neutral”. Speaking of 

which, this service is also 

available, for a nominal fee, to 

families who desire to live-stream 

baptisms, weddings, and 

funerals.  Now, no matter what 

the weather or distance, your loved 

ones can be a part of these special 

family occasions.  

  Donations in support of Blessed 

Sacrament LIVE can be sent to the 

parish office or use the “Outreach 

Ministry” envelope you receive in 

the mail. 

Harland Robinson, Technology Committee 

 Volunteer Camera Operators Needed! 
   4:30 Saturday Mass and 8:30 Sunday Mass 
Do you have a basic familiarity with computers & the internet? 

This is a great opportunity to serve your faith and your parish! 

Training will be provided and you will not be scheduled until you are comfortable! 

Camera Operators normally are scheduled for one Mass per month and choose which day. 
For more information, contact Harland Robinson at 230-3773 or email: robbyhcr@mchsi.com 

Attention High School Students! 
Volunteer hours as a Camera Operator qualify as Service Hours for your Silver Chord! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Feast of Corpus Christi (Parish Feast Day) 
June 22nd & 23rd 

 All-Night Adoration of Blessed Sacrament beginning after 4:30 Mass,  
    Saturday, June 22nd until 8:30 Mass, Sunday, June 23rd. 
 Parish Picnic after 10:30 Mass, Sunday, June 23rd. 

mailto:robbyhcr@mchsi.com
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Reconciliation 3:30 PM Saturday or see bulletin 

Masses  4:30 PM Saturday 

  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM Sunday 

  8:00 AM Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

  9:00 AM Wednesday during School 

Upcoming  Special Events 
 Daily Mass during Summer Break:  

 Tuesdays: 5:30 PM 

 Wednesday - Friday: 8:00 AM 

 Individual Confessions:  

 Every Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 PM 

 Tuesdays: 5:00 PM  

 Fridays: 7:40 AM 

 Jun 4: Alpha Summer Series, 5:30 - 7:15 PM, COR @ 220 East 

 Jun 8/9: Feast of Pentecost (Wear Red) 

 Jun 9: Ministry Appreciation Breakfast; 8:00 AM - Noon, Parish Center 

 Jun 16: Father’s Day 

 Jun 17-28: Summer RE Classes; Kdg - 8th Grades, 9:00 AM - Noon, Mon-Fri; Blessed Maria Assunta 

Pallotta Middle School 

 Jun 22/23: Feast of Corpus Christi (Parish Feast Day), Parish Picnic Following 10:30 Mass 

 Jul 4: Independence Day; Rectory Closed 

 July 14-19: “Totus Tuus”, Blessed Maria Middle School 

 1st - 6th Grades; 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM (Mon - Fri) 

 7th - 12th Grades: 7:00 PM - 9:15 PM (Sun - Thurs) 

 Jul 17: Happy Birthday, Fr. Tony! 

 Jul 25, 26, 27: Parish Garage Sale, Parish Center 

 Aug 17: Parish “Back-to-School” Cookout after 4:30 PM Mass 

 Aug 17/18: Bethlehem Olive Wood Sale after each Mass 

 Aug 26: First Day of School 

 Sep 2: Labor Day; Rectory Closed 

 Sep 30: Catholic Witness Hour 


