
Frequently Asked Questions About Deacons

Who is a deacon?

A deacon is an ordained minister of the Catholic Church, called by God to serve his people.

What does a deacon do?

A call to be a deacon is a call to service. A deacon gives service in three main areas: Liturgy, Word, and

Chority. Some examples of each might include:

Liturgy: Assisting at Mass, Celebrate Baptisms, Witness Marriages outside of Mass, Celebrate Funerals

outside of mass, Benediction, and various other prayer services, etc.

Word: Proclaim the Gospel at Mass, preach the homily, religious education, sacramental preparation, etc.

Charitv: Visiting the sick and homebound, Hospice, Jail and Prison Ministry, helping at homeless

shelters, food pantries, soup kitchens, Habitat for Humanity, and other ministries in the community.

ls a deacon "assigned" a certain area?

A deacon is assigned by the Archbishop and usually serves the parish or cluster in which he lives.

Are there different kinds of deacons?

Yes. A transitional deacon is a single man who is studying to become a priest. He is ordained a deacon

and usually is ordained to the priesthood within a year.

. A permanent deacon can be a single or a married man who usually has a secular job and serves in

various ministries without compensation. There are some deacons who are employed at the parish or
diocesan levels. Since he will not continue on to the priesthood, he is called a permanent deacon.

How does one hecome a deacon?

ln the Archdiocese of Dubuque, after successfully completing an extensive application and

interviewing process, a deacon candidate (and his wife, if married)attend 4Yzyears of classes sponsored by

the Archdiocese. fhese masters' level classes cover a wide variety of topics and are taught primarily by college

professors, priests, and deacons. Following the completion of this formation process, the Archbishop may call

him to orders. lf he answers yes to that call, he is ordained a permanent deacon.

Why is the wife expected to attend the classes with her husband?

So they may learn and grow in their faith together. She will also have a much deeper understanding of
the diaconate and the commitment her husband makes as a deacon. ln many cases she will be actively
involved with her husband in his ministry and this preparation will help her as well.

What does a deacon wear?

For liturgical celebrations the deacon typically wears an alb and a stole. The deacon's stole matches

the liturgical colors for the occasion or season and is worn diagonally across the chest, whereas a priest wears

his stole around the neck with both ends hanging in front of his chest. lt is appropriate for a deacon to wear a

dalmatic over his alb and stole. The dalmatic is a tunic with sleeves and would be the same liturgical color for
the occasion.



Diaconal service within the liturgy is the climax and celebration of diaconal service outside it. The

deacon serves in the liturgy because the deacon serves in the church. The deacon's liturgical ministry is

wedded to his social ministry,

What duties does the deacon have during the Mass, and why is he assigned those duties?

He carries the book of the Gospels in the entrdnce procession - Because the deacon proclaims the

Gospel.

PenitentialRife - lf the third from is used, the bishop or priest invites the assembly to "recall their sins

and to repentof them in silence." Aftera brief silence, the deacon mayspeakthethree invocations

addressed to Christ. The bishop's or priest's absolution is ended by the people's "Amen."

He proclaims the Gospel - The deacon's role is to proclaim God's Word in the Gospel. A priest or

Bishop may proclaim the Gospel if no deacon is present.

He delivers the homily on occasion - As part of his ministry of the

Word, the deacon brings the good news to the people through his homily.

He reads the Generol lntercessions - Because of his ministry in the community, the deacon sees the

needs of the people. As a representative of the parish family, the deacon leads the assembly in these

prayers.

He receives the gifts - As a representative of the community he serves, the deacon receives the gifts

from the assembly.

He prepares the gifts and the altar- After receiving the gifts, the deacon prepares them at the altar for
the celebrant.

He invites the congregation to share a sign of peoce - lt is the deacon's role to invite the sign of peace

among the assembly,

He distributes the Cup -The Cup recalls Christ's ultimate sacrifice in his passion and death.

As a reminder of the commitment he has made to serve others, the deacon is the minister

of the Cup. As an Ordinary Minister of Communion, he may also distribute the Body of Christ.

He purifies the vessels - A deacon may purify the vessels after Communion.

He dismisses the congregdtion - The deacon is a symbol of Service. He brings his ministry of service to
the liturgy and will return to it following the liturgy. Therefore, the deacon dismisses the people so

they may follow his example of service.

What if Father gets sick and no other priest is available to celebrate mass?

The deacon is the first person contacted to lead a Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest

(sometimes called a SCAP service). A trained lay person may also lead this service in the

absence ofa deacon.



Iowa Catholic Conference Review of the
2AL7 Legislative Session

Each year the Bishops of the province of Dubuque-which includes the dioceses of Dubuque, Davenport, Des Moines,
and Sioux City-promote issues in the State Legislature that if made policy, would better reflect the presence of the
Kingdom of God. This statement from their document Faithful Citiz.enship for lowa Catholics: 2016 expresses in large
part how they determine what to support and what to work against: As Catholics, our cause is the defense of human life
and dignity and the protection of the weak and vulnerable ... the principles of Catholic social teaching - dignity of the
human person, subsidiarity and solidarity, freedom, participation, the common good, care for the poor and most
vulnerable among us - must define our positions on issues and should invite reflection on the best specific response.
This is their assessment of what was accomplished about these issues in the legislative session concluded last month.
I hope you find it thoughfprovoking. Fr. Tom

A few priorities of the Iowa Catholic Conference became law with Gov. Branstad's signature:
o The ICC supported Senate FlIe 471,, which prohibits abortion after 20 weeks post-fertilization with exceptions to save

the life of the mother or for a serious physical health emergency. It is the frst limitation on abortion passed in Iowa in
many years. The ICC will continue its work to oppose abortion, embryonic stem cell research/cloning, and doctor-
prescribed suicide.

o The ICC has supported efforts to create a sustainable funding stream for Iowa's regional mental health care system and
was pleased to see Senate File 504 pass the legislature. The bill provides for the equalization of county property tax
levies for mental health and intellectual/development disability services. It allows for more funding for these important
health care services in some regions of the state. We support initiatives which would make health care, including
mental health care, more readily available and affordable to all lowans, including immigrants and their children.

o The ICC also supported a provision found in House File 653, the $1.7 billion human services budget bill. I{F 653
changes the current Medicaid family planning waiver program to prevent the reimbursement of abortion providers.
Unfortunately, as with the other departmental budget bills, IIF 653 contained some substantive cuts in spending. A
relatively small example is a $100,000 (onethird) cut in the RefugeeRISE program.

We were disappointed the legislature reduced funding for transportation of students to nonpublic schools in Senate File
516. The legislature budgeted $8.56 millionin2Ab-fi but it was cut to $8.2 million for 2017-18.

There was regrettably no legislative action in support of Education Savings Accounts or School Tuition Organizations to
help parents afford the education of their choice for their children. The ICC will continue to advocate for school choice
and affordability.

Unfortunately the governor signed legislation, House File 5 17, removing any "duty to retreat" in the face of any perceived
threat and allowing the use of deadly force anywhere, including for the protection of property. Catholic moral teaching
recognizes the right to self-defense as a way of preserving one's life and in defense of others, but we have a moral
obligation not to use deadly force unless absolutely necessary. The new law moves farther away from this standard. The
ICC will continue to advocate for reasonable gun controls, in defense of innocent human life and the common good.

The ICC will continue to oppose Senate File 481 and work on the issue in the interim. SF 481 requires law enforcement
agencies to honor any immigration detainer request from the federal government, even those without a criminal warrant
attached. This would be a significant change of practice for many local law enforcement agencies. We do not believe that
an escalation of immigrant detention and intensive use of local enforcement in communities is the way to achieve
compassionate and merciful reform of our immigration system. SF 481 has already passed the Iowa Senate and was
assigned to the House Public Safety Committee for action next year.
The legislature failed to raise the minimum wage. We hold the opinion that, in the current circumstances, an increase to
the minimum legal wage would directly or indirectly benefit more Iowans than not. Therefore, we continue to advocate
for an increase.

On the positive side, bills restoring the death penalty and legalizing doctor-prescribed suicide failed to advance. We will
continue our work in opposition to these proposals.

Most Rev. Michael Jackels-- Archbishop of Dubuque
Most Rev. Martin Amos-Apostolic Administrator of Davenport

Most Rev. R. Walker Nickless--Bishop of Sioux City
Most Rev. Richard Pates--Bishop of Des Moines
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Dates of sale: August 10 from 3-8 August 11 from g-3 August 12from g-2

we will accept your donations at the Anne surentic center on:
Sunday, August 6, after every Mass and until 3:00 pM
Monday, August 7 from 3-8 PM
Tuesday, August 8, from g AM-3 pM
Wednesday, August 9, from 1-7 PM

Contact Mary Nichols at 31 9-830-2122 or Margaret Klein at 319-429 -1gOT for any questions.


