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Blessed Sacrament Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes 

November 21, 2017 
 
Present: Catherine Boesen, Karla Bray, Joanne Chandler, Pat Colwell, Maggie England, Jenny 

   Hemesath, Father Tom McDermott, Harland Robinson, Mike Schreck 

 

Excused: Tanya Cutsforth, Tatiana Myers, Steve Kennedy, Tom Salkeld 

 

Harland Robinson called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm. Prayer was led by Joanne Chandler. 

 

Strategic Planning Quarterly Reports: 

 Parish Community Life: In addition to the written update provided in advance, Maggie England discussed: 

o Sr. Madonna continues to shepherd our Host Community effort. An article on Host Communities 

appears in the Advent newsletter. We are now in the process of identifying Contact Persons for each 

community and will create job description and a training syllabus. 

o The committee is still searching for Chairperson(s) for Winterfest. The original February date may 

have to be moved to March to allow sufficient lead time for organizing effort.  

 Social Justice: In addition to the written update provided in advance, Mike Schreck discussed: 

o The social justice suggestion box will be delayed to Spring 2018. 

o The committee is currently looking for Project Leaders who will organize and operate the Lenten 

Meal Project in February. The hope is that leaders can be found who will commit to serving in that 

capacity for three years to provide stability. Depending on donations, the goal this year is to provide 

40,000+ meals. 

o The committee is looking into volunteers from the parish participating in the NE Iowa Food Bank 

Backpack Program. 

o The Holiday Food Bag Program is in full swing with Mike addressing parishioners at each mass the 

weekend of Nov 18/19. The Ansborough Ave and University Ave Hy-Vee stores are participating this 

year and are posting the program on their Facebook page as well as running announcements in the 

store. Food bags will be distributed to students at Blessed Sacrament, Sacred Heart, St. Edward, 

Lincoln and Irving schools. Parishioner Patti Schmitz will again be delivering the food bags to the 

schools this year. 

 Stewardship: In addition to the written update provided in advance, Harland Robinson discussed: 

o  Time & Talent Surveys: We received 85 online adult surveys, 218 adult paper surveys, and 14 youth 

surveys for a total of 317 surveys returned, as compared to last year's 242 total surveys. Next step is 

to identify those parishioners who previously completed a survey but have not done so this year and 

contact them to seek their involvement. Surveys may continue to be completed either online or by 

picking up a survey booklet form the parish office. We will also be removing all old survey 

information from PDS to ensure that we provide accurate ministry and committee lists to our leaders. 

o The Fall Joyfully Gifted Workshop was held on Nov 18th with 7 parishioners attending. The 

committee is considering opening attendance at the workshops to other metro parishes in the future. 

o The committee has begun initial planning and identification of a formal program promoting vocations 

in the parish. Committee Chairperson, Candy Miller, has been in contact with Fr. Nick March of St. 

Stephen the Witness Student Center for ideas on parish efforts. 

Old Business: 

 “State of the Parish” Annual Meeting: 26 parishioners attended the Nov 12th meeting after 10:30 mass. 3 

parishioners attended the Wednesday evening meeting on Nov 15th. There was some initial discussion on 

holding only one meeting in the future and perhaps making it a more formal event.  

 Current Status of Bylaws Amendments: Copies of the amended constitution and bylaws approved by the 

Archbishop were provided to council members. The document is also available on the parish website. 
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 Repairs to the sidewalk in front of the south entrance to the church and the new curbing in front of the parish 

center were completed at the end of October. 

 

New Business: 

 Harland Robinson provided a brief in-service on the new FORMED website now offered to our parishioners. 

Fr. Tom mentioned that this was a new metro Faith Formation effort to provide an online program for high 

school students to replace the old CORE program. We were unable to acquire one license covering all four 

our metro parishes, so each parish now has a separate license which allows all of our parishioners to access 

and use the website's faith-based content. Cost of a parish license was $1,700. 

 Christmas Party: Maggie England has offered to coordinate and host a Pastoral Council Christmas Party at her 

home on Tuesday, December 19th in lieu of our December regular meeting. Council members and staff will 

be invited via email by Maggie. 

 

Pastor's Comments 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society Donation: Fr. Tom reported that the Society has received sufficient donations to 

match the grant from the Gaming Commission and has ordered their new vehicle. They have a plan in place to 

acquire the other $3,000 necessary to complete purchase of the truck.  

 The Finance Council will begin preparations for the 2018/19 budget year in December. Committees are asked 

to submit their budget requirements to Finance Council in January. 

 CVCS is recommending a reduction in parish subsidies of 1.5% per year for three years. Tuition increases 

will largely fill this gap. We need to encourage support for the Student Tuition Organization (STO) tax credit 

efforts at the Iowa Statehouse as these funds are what can cover tuition increases for eligible families. Finance 

Council will be sending its recommendation about this subsidy level for Council approval in the next few 

weeks. Fr. Tom noted that 2/3 of our students in any formal Faith Formation program attend CVCS so its 

well-being is a significant aspect of our Faith Formation efforts. 

 

Committee Reports:  

 Liturgy – Catherine Boesen 

o Christmas masses have been set for the upcoming Advent Season. We need assistance decorating the 

church. 

o Planning for youth mass is continuing between parishes. 

o Daycare for 10:30 mass is finishing up. We are still seeking adults and student volunteers for the 

10:30 Children's Liturgy of the Word. 

 Stewardship- Harland Robinson - No additional report. 

 Finance – Pat Colwell. Pat discussed the impact of the parish subsidy to CVCS on the ability of the parish to 

not only meet current obligations, but also our ability to expand our own parish programs. Thankfully, this 

year we have received sufficient memorials and increased adult envelope giving to meet our financial 

obligations. 

 Parish Community Life – Maggie England. No additional report. 

 Social Justice – Joanne Chandler. No additional report. 

 WCFF – Harland Robinson. Nothing to add to the written information provided. 

 CVCS – Jenny Hemesath: NCYC was a very motivating and faith building experience for the 140+ students 

from the Waterloo area who attended. Many thanks to Annie Zeets, Youth Minister, for her outstanding work 

in organizing and leading our students. 

 Youth Representative – Tatiana Myers: No report. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Harland Robinson 

Council Chair 


