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Inside this issue: 

Dear Fellow Parishion-

ers of Blessed Sacra-

ment Community:  I 

have always loved these 

next four weeks’ em-

phasis on Jesus’ coming 

which is the meaning of 

the word Advent.  That 

“ing” ending tells me 

His arrival over 2000 

years ago, is still un-

folding.  There is al-

ways more for each of 

us to experience, and 

a p p r e c i a t e  ab o u t 

Christ’s presence in my 

life!  Jesus is truly the 

“gift that keeps on giv-

ing!” 

    Advent invites us to a 

renewed faithfulness of 

keeping my attention on 

how Jesus is coming.  

Each week, the Advent 

Sunday Scriptures call 

us to that faithfulness in 

some way. 

    In this 1st Sunday’s 

Gospel Jesus challenges 

us to the faithfulness of 

waiting.  Advent wait-

ing gives God time to 

reveal Himself. It in-

cludes a looking into 

my life and relation-

ships for the previously 

overlooked or ignored 

people and moments 

that hold Christ coming 

to me, but did not hold 

my attention! Can I 

wait attentively as    

Jesus gently shows me 

more? 

    Highlighted for the 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

is faithfulness to on-

going conversion. 

Conversion is the 

movement of Jesus 

from the margins to the 

center of my life, my 

choices, and relation-

ships. “Make straight 

our Savior’s path!” is 

the call of John the 

Baptist.  If my waiting 

includes looking into 

my life for the over-

looked places Jesus has 

been hoping to come to 

me, I will find Him! 

When I do, will I then 

make Jesus easier to 

find, by moving Him to 

the center of my life? 

    Advent’s 3rd Sunday 

Scriptures present Jesus 

as the Light to which 

we—like John the Bap-

tist—are to testify.   

Jesus bears the light of 

God’s peace and justice 

of into the world’s 

darkness. As we move 

Jesus into the center of 

our lives, faithfulness to 

peace and justice will 

more and more be the 

light others find in us. 

    The 4th and final Sun-

day of Advent places us 

with Mary of Nazareth as 

she says her “yes” to giv-

ing a human face and 

body to God’s Son: our 

Savior.  We are invited in 

Advent to a like faithful-

ness to saying “yes” to 

God. If Jesus is still com-

ing, won’t a “yes Lord” 

from you and I need to 

repeatedly, faithfully, 

echo the “yes” of our 

Blessed Mother. 

    Faithfulness is the vir-

tue Advent asks of us.  

Practice it in these com-

ing weeks, and you will 

find that a stable in Beth-

lehem was just the first of 

uncountable ways Jesus 

Christ is coming into your 

world! 

Faithfulness:  Advent’s Virtue 

Advent 2011 

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  o f  B l e s s e d  
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Upcoming Special 

Events 

 November 27: Firs t Sunday of Advent  

 November 30: FIRE Celebrating Advent; 5:30 Par ish Center  

 December 3: 8:00 AM Blo od Drive; 9:00 AM Santa’s  Workshop  

 December 18: 2:00 PM Co mmunal Penance  

 December 19: Reconciliation 3 PM &  7 PM  

 December 20: Confess ion 5 PM  

 December 21: Confess ions  Noon  

 December 22: Confess ions  6 PM  

 December 24: 4:00, 6:30 &  10:00 PM  Liturgies , Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord  

 December 25: 9:00 AM Liturgy, Chr is tmas  Day 

 December 31: 4:30 PM Lit urgy 

 January 1, 2012:  4:30 PM, Solemni ty of Mary  

 January 7, 2012: 4:30 PM Liturgy 

 January 8 ,2012; 8:30 &  10:30 AM, Epiphany  

(Fr. Tom McDermott) 

Upcoming Special 

Events 

 November 27: First Sunday of 

Advent 

 November 30: FIRE Celebrating 

Advent; 5:30 Parish Center 

 December 3: 8:00 AM Blood 

Drive; 9:00 AM Santa’s      

Workshop  

 December 18: 2:00 PM      

Communal Penance 

 December 19: Confessions       

3 PM & 7 PM 

 December 20: Confession        

5 PM 

 December 21: Confessions 

Noon 

 December 22: Confessions       

6 PM 

 December 24: 4:00, 6:30 & 

10:00 PM Liturgies, Vigil of the 

Nativity of Our Lord 

 December 25: 9:00 AM Liturgy, 

Christmas Day 

 December 31: 4:30 PM Liturgy 

 January 1, 2012:  4:30 PM,  

Solemnity of Mary 

 January 7, 2012: 4:30 PM Liturgy 

 January 8 ,2012; 8:30 &      

10:30 AM, Epiphany 



 

Have you ever witnessed a roof 

raising? That is exactly what 

happened on Wednesday night, 

October 5, in the Blessed Sacra-

ment Church! Over 650 public 

school middle and high school 

students from the Waterloo 

deanery filled our church, they 

were here to attend the Val-

Limar Jansen concert to sing 

and praise our God. Burns-

Donovan grant provided the 

funds to bring in the nationally 

renowned artist—singer, song-

writer, and performer, ValLimar 

Jansen. ValLimar’s message 

was a response to the statement 

that tweens and teens often ex-

press; I Don’t Get Anything Out 

of Mass.  This well received 

event is one of the Come to the 

Table series of the Waterloo 

Catholic Parishes as we cele-

brate the Eucharist as source and 

summit of our Catholic Christian 

faith tradition. 

The church was rocking’ as we 

sang songs that made us move 

and the assembly was reflective 

and quiet as we sang Sacred Si-

lence. ValLimar spoke about vari-

ous opportunities during our litur-

gy to be present to one another, to 

listen intentionally, and to re-

spond with our whole self. She 

used themes of justice throughout 

the evening as who we have be-

come as a result of our Eucharis-

tic feast and who each of us are 

called to be for the world. 

ValLimar shared her dramatic gift 

as she told the story of the One 

Born Blind, a gospel passage 

from John 9:1-41. The audience 

was actively engaged to retell the 

story of what had happened to the 

man born blind. The next time 

any of us hear that story, our im-

age of ValLimar’s depiction will 

impact how we hear and imagine 

it. 

Three other sessions were held for 

Columbus High School students, 

the middle school students in 

Catholic schools as well as at St. 

Stephen the Witness Catholic Stu-

dent Center. ValLimar tailored 

each group specific to their ages 

and interests. She closed each ses-

sion with the assembly—the 

choir, standing, dancing and sing-

ing Yes, Lord, Yes Lord, Yes, Yes 

Lord as our creedal statements 

were declared.  

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

sands of clip art images from which 

you can choose and import into your 

newsletter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw shapes 

and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, 

place it close to the article. Be sure 

to place the caption of the image 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask 

yourself if the picture supports or 

enhances the message you’re trying 

to convey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of context. 

near the image. 

ValLimar Raises the Roof 

Inside Story Headline 

PAGE 2  VOLUME 2;  I SSUE 1  

(Barb Duggan, Dir FF)   



Every Sun-

day at wor-

ship, we 

need only 

look at the 

individuals 

surround-

ing us to find daily disciples.  In 

this newsletter, we will learn about 

one of the many disciple families 

making up our Parish Family.  Bri-

an and Kathy Grete are representa-

tive of the younger members of our 

Parish Family who have committed 

themselves to following the teach-

ings of Jesus, whether at home, at 

work, or at Blessed Sacrament.   

A few years ago Brian and Kathy 

were co-chairs of our Fall Festival.  

At present Brian is an active mem-

ber of the men’s club and also 

represents us as a Parish Council 

member.  Kathy is a member of 

the M.O.M’s group, as well as a 

member of the Parish Steward-

ship Committee.  Kathy shares 

her musical talents by teaching 

guitar at Blessed Sacrament 

School.  She is also the Director 

of the Children’s choir in addi-

tion to participating in Worship 

Band, a group of young mem-

bers who contribute their musi-

cal talents on occasion at our 

10:30 a.m. liturgy on Sunday.  

Kathy also performs the ministry 

of Lector at our weekend litur-

gies. 

It is a blessing for Blessed Sac-

rament to have young families in 

its membership.  Especially heart 

warming is the children in attend-

ance, even if they do express their 

displeasure at times.  The presence 

of young families with their chil-

dren give vitality and hope to the 

parish. 

On Sundays the Grete family can 

be found in the front pew of the 

church.  This seating arrangement 

gives their two sons, Drew age 6, 

and Joshua, age 3, a clear view of 

the action taking place.  From this 

vantage point the two boys were 

definitely admirers of Father Den-

ny.  There is also a soft spot in 

their hearts for Deacon Bob. 

 

Catholics and Stewardship 

Daily Disciples: Brian & Kathy Grete 

in many ways which we may not 

consider. As an example: singing 

in the choir, helping with meals 

on wheels, volunteering for Hab-

itat for Humanity, teaching chil-

dren how to pray, having a good 

work ethic, and the list goes on 

and on.  If we practice Christian 

stewardship out of love rather 

than obligation, it fulfills value 

to the meaning of life to the full-

est satisfaction we can possibil-

ity receive. This practice will be 

beneficial to many others as 

well. 

We do not know exactly how 

stewardship works but what we 

do know stewardship gives us 

divine energy that gets the com-

munity going in the right direc-

tion. Getting to this level will 

require us to look beyond our 

own needs and truly believe God 

cares for us. 

It is not easy to completely trust 

in God. However, it is not im-

possible either. Having confi-

dence in God’s will is a part of 

and key to Christian steward-

ship.  God does not give us more 

than we can handle. It is easy to 

take the way of the world. On 

the other hand the virtue of Hope 

is very much alive. Stewardship 

is a spiritual path that can carry 

you closer to your heart, closer 

to your soul and closer to God. 

Catholics around the world still 

have a difficult time defining the 

spiritually of stewardship. What is 

it about this concept that makes a 

definition so difficult to achieve? 

What is our personal responsibil-

ity to Christian stewardship and 

what is our spiritual response? 

Christian stewardship is the ab-

sorption of God’s love in every-

thing we do. In other words, stew-

ardship proclaims God’s love for 

us. It exists in the very breeze we 

feel on a windy day, our most in-

ner feelings, our gifts and our tal-

ents, and our spiritual and tem-

poral treasures we possess. 

We practice Christian stewardship 
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(Deacon Jim Freet)   

(Ed Schmadeke, Stewardship Committee )  
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Reconciliation: 3:00 PM Saturday or by appointment 

Masses      4:30 PM Saturday 

  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM  Sunday 

  8:00 AM  Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

  9:30 AM  Wednesday during school 

We’re on the Web! 

blessedsacramentwaterloo.org 

Q & A (email questions to: dbq208d4@arch.pvt.k12.ia.us or churchsec@q.com) 

What is the meaning of Ad-

vent? 

The word Advent means 

"coming" or "arrival." The focus 

of the entire season is the cele-

bration of the birth of Jesus the 

Christ in his First Advent, and 

the anticipation of the return of 

Christ the King in his Second 

Advent.  During this Season of 

Advent we prepare ourselves 

spirituality for Christ’s Second 

Coming. 

What is the meaning of the Ad-

vent Wreath? 

The Advent wreath is the most 

common symbol of Advent. 

Each piece of the Advent wreath 

symbolizes some part of our 

preparations of Jesus' birth on 

Christmas day. The circular 

shape symbolizes eternal life; the 

purple advent candles symbolize 

our waiting or repentance; the pink 

advent candle symbolizes our joy 

of Christmas; the light from the lit 

advent candles symbolizes Jesus as 

"The Light of the World." 

During the Christmas Season, 

what are the other Celebrations 

celebrated? 

 The Feast of the Holy Family 

(Dec 30)   The Feast of the Ho-

ly Family of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph (Sunday in the Christ-

mas octave) is a festive occa-

sion particularly suitable for 

the celebration of rites or mo-

ments of prayer proper to the 

Christian family. 

  The Feast of Mary, the Mother 

of God (Jan 1, 2012)  On New 

Year's Day, the octave day of 

Christmas, the Church cele-

brates the Solemnity of the Ho-

ly Mother of God. The divine 

and virginal motherhood of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary is a singu-

lar salvific event. 

  Epiphany (Jan 6, 2012)

Beginning with the Epiphany 

(Sunday) of our Lord and the 

Sundays that follow, Christ's 

manifestation of Himself to the 

world is traced out through His 

public ministry and miracles. 

 The Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord (Jan 9, 2012)   Closely 

connected with the salvific 

events of the Epiphany are the 

mysteries of the Baptism of the 

Lord and the manifestation of 

his glory at the marriage Feast 

of Cana. (Deacon Jim Freet)   

Please come and join in the prayers and responses from the New Roman Missal by using 

the prayer cards in the pews this Advent Season to prepare for the Birth of our Lord in a 

special way . 

http://www.catholiccompany.com/advent-c1504/
http://www.catholiccompany.com/advent-candles-c2494/

