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Upcoming  Special Events 
 

 November 28 & 29: First Sunday of Advent 

 December 30: 6:30-7:30 PM, Catholic Witness Hour in Parish 

Center 

 Reconciliation: 5:00-5:30 PM Each Monday of Advent 

beginning December 7th 

 Reconciliation: 7:40 AM Each Tuesday and Friday (Before 

8:00 AM Mass) 

 Masses: 5:30 PM, Each Monday of Advent beginning 

December 7th 

 December 2: 6:30 PM, First Reconciliation at St. Edward 

 December 5: 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Blood Drive, Parish 

Center; 9:00 AM Breakfast with Santa, School Cafeteria 

 December 5 & 6: Second Sunday of Advent 

 December 6: 2:00 PM, First Reconciliation at Queen of Peace 

 December 7: Reconciliation, 5:00-5:30 PM; Mass, 5:30 PM 

 December 8: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:00 PM, Immaculate 

Conception Liturgy 

 December 12 & 13: Third Sunday of Advent 

 December 13: 4:00 PM, Communal Reconciliation, Blessed 

Sacrament 

 December 14: Reconciliation, 5:00-5:30 PM; Mass, 5:30 PM 

 December 19: Reconciliation, 12:30-1:30 PM & 3:00-4:30 PM 

 December 20: Reconciliation, 8:00-9:00 PM 

 December 19 & 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 December 21: Reconciliation, 5:00-5:30 PM; Mass, 5:30 PM 

 December 22: Reconciliation, 12:00 PM (Noon) - 1:00 PM 

 December 23: Reconciliation, 8:00-9:00 PM 

 December 24: 4:00 PM, 6:30 PM and 10:00 PM Liturgies, 

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord 

 December 25: 9:00 AM Christmas Day Liturgy 

 December 26 & 27: Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph 

 December 31: 5:30 PM, Liturgy, Octave Day of the Nativity 

of the Lord and Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 January 1, 2015: 8:30 AM Liturgy, Solemnity of Mary, Mother 

of God 

 January 2 & 3: Liturgies, The Epiphany of the Lord 

 February 10: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM & 6:00 PM, Ash Wednesday 
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Advent 2015 Year of Mercy 

  Advent always begins another year 

in the life-cycle of the Church. 

Advent 2015 will also see the start 

of The Year of Mercy declared by 

Pope Francis. Beginning on 

December 8th, the Year of Mercy 

hopes to heighten our awareness of 

God’s mercy to us, so that we in 

turn are motivated to be merciful in 

our relationships. To be “Merciful 

like the Father” is the theme of this 

Holy Year. 

    Mercy means to come to the aid 

of another out of a sense of 

relationship. The relationship 

outweighs any limitation that 

justice, fairness, equality, etc. might 

place on how I respond.   It is our 

relationship of dependence upon 

God the Father that led to God’s 

Son being born as our brother. 

Powerless to save ourselves from 

Sin, Jesus came to our aid and freed 

us from Sin’s power. Jesus—Pope 

Francis says—is the face of the 

Father’s Mercy. Having shown us 

that living one’s life for others leads 

us not just to Death, but through 

Death to new Life, Jesus can then 

ask us to be the face of God’s mercy 

to all who turn to us. 

    One goal of the Year of Mercy 

will be sensitizing us to the 

relationships that already tie us 

together. We are: Fellow Children 

of God; Fellow Sinners; Created in 

the Image of God; etc.  All are 

“views” from which I can see 

myself in relationship to all others. 

All are reasons then to show you the 

mercy God first showed to me: 

undeserved and unearned.  The only 

thing I can do to 

a d e q u a t e l y 

express my 

thanks is to—as 

Jesus says in 

chapter 6 of St. 

L u k e ’ s 

G o s p e l — “ b e 

merciful as My 

F a t h e r  i n 

Heaven is merciful.” 

    Our Catholic Christian tradition 

points to Corporal (bodily) and 

Spiritual “Works of Mercy”—seven 

of each—as particular actions by 

which we make visible the mercy of 

God. Throughout this Year of 

Mercy, we as the Archdiocese of 

Dubuque will focus on the Corporal 

Works of Mercy: to feed the 

hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 

clothe the naked, welcome the 

stranger, heal the sick, visit the 

imprisoned, and bury the dead.  

Special weeks are set aside for us to 

reflect on each. 

    There will be more to say about 

them as the year unfolds. The 

critical thing though—as Jesus 

Christ indicates to the Sheep and the 

Goats in Mt: 25—is doing them. 

Jesus reminds us that “as often as 

you did them for the least among 

you, you did them for Me.” To do 

something for Jesus! May that 

desire begin warming our hearts to 

greet Jesus again this Christmas, 

and greet Him in each other 

throughout the Year of Mercy 

ahead!          Fr. Tom 

Fr. Tom McDermott  

Pastor 

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  

SCRIP News 
Please buy and use SCRIP 
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The Domestic Church Julie Niemeyer,  Assoc. Dir. of Children & Family Catechesis 

  According to 

the Catechism 

of the Catholic 

Church, “The 

Christian home is the place where 

children receive the first 

proclamation of the faith. For this 

reason, the family home is rightly 

called ‘the domestic church,’ a 

community of grace and prayer, a 

school of human virtues and 

Christian charity.” (No. 1666)  

  T h i s  i s  a n  a w e s o m e 

responsibility . . . and an awesome 

opportunity . . . for parents and 

other caring adults to grow in their 

own faith as they help children 

grow in theirs. We acknowledge 

and appreciate the efforts being 

made. One example is how parents 

of second graders help to prepare 

their children to celebrate First 

R eco n c i l i a t i o n  an d  F i r s t 

Communion this year.  

  A t  t h e  Fam i l y  M a t t e r s 

conference, Jon Leonetti reminded 

us, “You cannot give your children 

faith, you can only show it to 

them.” Parents, grandparents, 

aunts and uncles! Can you find 

ways during this Advent and 

Christmas season . . . and into the 

cold winter months . . . to show 

your faith to the children in your 

family? Can you find ways to 

strengthen your domestic church? 

Consider your family’s practice of 

daily prayer, weekend worship, 

and use of “teachable moments” 

when virtues and Christian charity 

can be explained. If you’re looking 

for ideas, do an Internet search for 

“domestic church”. You’ll find 

lots of resources there. Consider, 

too, offerings from Waterloo 

Catholic Faith Formation as found 

in the parish bulletin or at 

www.waterloocatholics.org. 

Special Music for Christmas Liturgies 
The Music Ministry is preparing for our Christmas Liturgies. As usual, there will be special music 

before the liturgies. Please come 10 to 20 minutes early to get into the spirit of Our Lord’s birthday. 

Thank you!         ~Deacon John Herman, Music Director 

Archbishop’s Pastoral Priorities Harland Robinson, Pastoral Council 

  On October 19th, the parish 

hosted  Archbishop Jackels for a 

meeting of metro parish leaders to 

share his vision for “continuing 

the mission of Jesus in the 

Church’s ministries.” 

  The Archbishop has developed 

these priorities to focus our efforts 

and energies and engage us in 

partnership to continue the 

Church’s  miss ion in  the 

Archdiocese. 

  The Archbishop shared his 

thoughts on the four pastoral 

priorities of the Archdiocese: 

1. Strengthening Programs for On-

Going Education in the Faith: 

- What Can We Do? Read a faith-

related book; participate in a study 

group; teach the faith to others, for 

the best way to learn something is 

to teach it to someone else. 

2.  Enhancing the Sunday 

Assembly for Holy Mass: 

- What Can We Do? We need to 

enhance the experience of Mass by 

paying attention to the four H’s: 

    Hospitality, Hymns, Homily,   

    and How we celebrate the Holy  

    Mass. 

3. Teaching Stewardship as a Way 

of Life: 

- What Can We Do? Be sensitive 

to our need to share, and to people 

that need our help, ready to share 

time, talent, and money with 

Church and charity. 

4. Promoting Vocations, and the 

Priesthood in particular. 

- What Can We Do? Pray for 

vocations to the priesthood; invite 

young men to consider God’s plan 

for their life; talk positively to 

others about priesthood; show 

appreciation to priests for their 

ministry. 

  As a parish, the message of the 

Archbishop is especially timely as 

our Pastoral  Council  and 

Committees are deeply involved in  

discerning and developing our 

strategic plan to guide the 

community over the next five 

years. 

  Please pray, think, and talk about 

these priorities and help us 

strategize on how to carry them 

out, for the glory of God, the 

salvation of souls, and the 

authentic development of human 

society. 

http://www.waterloocatholics.org
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Daily Disciple: Russ & Sherry Candee Harland Robinson, Newsletter Editor 

O u r  “ D a i l y 

Disciples” for  

Advent  are Russ 

a n d  S h e r r y 

Candee.     

  Both Sherry and 

R u s s  h a v e 

compiled a long 

and varied record of active 

participation in our parish since 

joining in 1983 (although Russ 

was baptized by Fr. Putz in the 

basement of the school in 1952). 

  Russ attended school at St. Pat’s 

in Cedar Falls until the 2nd grade 

when his family moved to 

Dubuque, where he attended 

Nativity. Near the end of 8th 

grade, Russ and his family 

returned to Waterloo. He attended 

St. Edward and Columbus High 

School and, after graduation, the 

University of Iowa. 

  Sherry grew up in Mason City 

where she attended public schools 

and was raised in the Methodist 

Church. She also attended the 

University of Iowa, pursuing a BA 

in History and a Master’s Degree 

in Library Science (MLS). 

    Russ and Sherry met while 

attending college and were 

married at the Methodist Church in 

Mason City in 1973. 

  Russ and Sherry returned to the 

Waterloo area, where Russ 

pursued a career in various 

management positions at John 

Deere, while Sherry spent her 

career at the University of 

Northern Iowa. Russ retired from 

John Deere in 2009 and Sherry 

now works part-time for a local, 

private company. 

  In 1983, Sherry completed the 

RCIA program and was welcomed 

into the Catholic faith as a member 

of Blessed Sacrament. She and 

Russ were re-wed by Fr. Cahill 

and their daughter, Emily, born 

that year, was baptized. Their 

daughter, Rachael, was born in 

1985 and baptized at Blessed 

Sacrament in 1986. 

    As members of the parish, Russ 

and Sherry have served on the 

P a r i s h  C o m m u n i t y  L i f e 

committee; have chaired the Fall 

Festival, Winterfest, Parish 

Community Breakfast, Volunteer 

Recognition Sunday, and the 

Graduate Honor Recognition Day 

& Breakfast; as well as co-chairing 

the Living Legacy Endowment 

Fund Drive and worked as 

members  o f  the  Pr i es t ’s 

Retirement Fund Drive Campaign, 

and were also active in RENEW. 

Russ and Sherry are also Greeters 

for the 8:30 Sunday Mass. 

  Russ served on the Pastoral 

Council for six years and was Co-

Chair of the Finance Council for 

seven years. He helped facilitate 

the first two Strategic Planning 

Sessions and has been active in the 

music ministry since 1984. 

Currently, Russ plays guitar for 

the Voices in Praise (VIP) group, 

serves on the Parking Lot 

committee and is helping to 

facilitate the current strategic 

planning effort. Russ also  

volunteers in the public schools 

with the Reading Buddy program. 

  Sherry has worked on the Salad 

Supper for many years and, most 

recent l y,  on  the  f inance 

subcommittee for our new summer 

event. She is also a money 

counter, Eucharistic Minister and 

Lector/Commentator. Sherry  has 

also volunteered across the 

Waterloo community in the public 

library, public schools, and Girl 

Scouts. 

  R u s s  c r e d i t s  h i s  d e e p 

commitment to Catholic service to 

his parents, who “always stressed 

the importance of service and 

stewardship to the community to 

my brothers and me. They really 

made a point of telling and 

demonstrating to us that we 

needed to give back to our 

communities and to leave them a 

better place than we found them. I 

am trying to live up to their 

example.” Russ enjoys the home-

like spirit he experiences at 

Blessed Sacrament and feels the 

word “community” is a great way 

to describe our parish. 

  For her part, Sherry believes that 

her commitment to service at 

Blessed Sacrament has drawn her 

closer to the faith community and 

she loves “learning and knowing 

the family connections across 

generations, recognizing the 

names in the intentions, the 

baptisms, confirmations, and 

wedding announcements.” She 

also likes knowing the various 

spaces of our parish campus, such 

as the rectory, school, Putz Hall, 

and the Parish Center from 

working in them and experiencing 

them “like home.” 

  Russ and Sherry enjoy many 

things about giving of their time to 

the parish. They believe it is a 

great way to meet your fellow 

parishioners and is a great learning 

experience. Most of all - “in giving 

of your time and talent the rewards 

you receive are far, far greater than 

anything you give.” 



  There wasn’t 

much discussion 

between Cheryl 

and I when this 

Pilgrimage came 

up. We both were 

eager to attend 

and experience our Holy Father, 

Pope Francis, in person, or in the 

same city anyway!!! 

  We boarded the Panther Bus 

early Thursday morning and 

headed to Philly!!  A long bus ride 

in seats that I thought were going 

to be a lot more comfortable! Our 

fellow pilgrims were in age from a 

senior in high school to a couple in 

their early 90’s [our new friends 

Roscoe & Sharon] and everywhere 

in between. All wonderful people 

who on some level were looking 

for different blessings, different 

understanding, answers of what 

their faith journey is all about or 

lacking.  Some seeking a miracle 

for a husband to be healed from a 

terminal death, others seeking 

answers as to why their brother-in- 

law committed suicide at their 

family farm…left a wife and 4 

children behind. 

  We arrive Sunday morning, 

pulled into a parking lot at the 

stadium where the Philadelphia 

Eagles play, find a parking spot 

with 15,000 other buses with 

families, church groups and youth 

groups from all over the world!!   

Last minute instructions from our 

tour director and down  to the 

subways to ride into downtown 

Philly. We exit at City Hall and 

walk to security stations to enter 

the “Pope Zone”, a gated area of 

about 18 blocks long and 4 blocks 

wide. A Huge task to process 

850,000 people!!!! Excitement is 

everywhere, people trying to get 

close to Eakins Oval Stage Area, 

where Mass will be celebrated. 

Not a chance we find out;  a Sea of 

people all with the same 

destination on their minds, and to 

find out you need a special ticket 

to get within 4 blocks of stage. 

[Whaaat!] By now beautiful music 

from Mass singers & musicians 

being broadcast all through the 

downtown area. The Holy Spirit is 

flying through the crowd and more 

excitement builds, all smiling, 

praying out loud, celebrating!!  

With 90 Jumbo-Tron’s placed all 

along the route, people pushing 

and shoving to get closer. We go 

to plan B, find a spot and camp in 

front of a Jumbo-Tron, which 

about twelve of us did. Mass was 

wonderful! The Holy Father’s 

message is simple and clear: 

practice LOVE, HUMILITY, 

S H A R I N G  G I F T S , 

F O R G I V E N E S S ,  a n d 

ACCEPTANCE for ALL. His 

words touch ALL People, HE 

Lives the WALK . 

  I do have video of Pope Francis 

driving by on the parade route, 

about 40’ away from us … pretty 

cool. ~ Steve & Cheryl Kennedy 

World Meeting of Families in the City of Brotherly LOVE 
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School News Angie Beck, Principal 

  Our school 

theme is 

“Reawakened 

by Mercy” as 

we prepare 

f o r  t h e 

Jubilee Year of Mercy. Blessed 

Sacrament School students are 

learning the meaning of mercy in 

many ways, including acts of 

s e rv i ce  and  th rough  the 

presentation on compassion and 

bullying awareness by guest 

speaker Jodee Blanco. 

  Get in the holiday spirit by 

attending our Christmas Concert 

on Monday, December 14th at 

2:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. in the 

Parish Center. 

S t u d e n t s  i n 

k i n d e r g a r t e n , 

first, and second 

g r a d e s  w i l l 

present “Season of the Bells”, 

featuring songs and carols to help 

ring in the Christmas season. 

  Our students are now able to 

enjoy a new school playground 

thanks to parishioner Joe Boutott, 

who guided the process, the 

support of Blessed Sacrament 

Parish, the Home and School 

Association, and so many other 

donors and volunteers. A sturdy 

new retaining wall with drainage 

was installed, along with a deep 

layer of pea gravel, and broken 

equipment replaced. Thank you all 

-- you are 

indeed a 

blessing 

to our 

school!   
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Parking Lot Committee Update Russ Candee, Parking Lot Committee 

  Sixteen months ago the members 

of our parish community were 

asked to support a fund drive to 

resurface the north and south 

parking lots and the parking areas 

on the east and west sides of the 

school.  

  At that time, the Parking Lot 

Committee stated that if the total 

amount of money pledged 

exceeded the cost of the entire 

parking lot project, those 

additional dollars would be used to 

support other church and parking 

lot related projects.  

  To date, three additional projects 

have been completed using these 

surplus funds: tuck-pointing the 

brickwork around the bell tower 

and planters, repairing the front 

sidewalk entrance to the parish 

center and creating a water 

retention/drainage area on the 

west side of the school bus pad.   

  Staining the soffits and 

replacing the sheet metal fascia 

around the church, and making 

repairs to the top of the bell 

tower may have to wait until 

next spring.   

  We are also reserving at least 

$20,000 of the surplus funds for 

future maintenance and repairs to 

the parking lot.   

  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a n k s 

parishioners for your generous 

support of these important and 

needed projects. 

 

Parking Lot Committee: Joe 

Boutott, Russ Candee, Terri 

Glidewell, Brian Hayes, Michele 

Jensen, Steve Kennedy, Jen Klein, 

Father Tom McDermott, Mark 

Rolinger, Tom Salkeld 

  T h e  S o c i a l 

Justice Committee 

will once again be 

organizing our 

C a r i n g  B a g 

Program for this Advent. 

    Beginning the weekend of 

November 21/22 and continuing 

through the weekend of December 

13/14. We will have people in the 

gathering space at each Mass to 

hand out and receive bags for the 

program. We will be delivering 

bags throughout the collection 

period, with Final Delivery on 

December 18th. 

  The bags will have an itemized 

list of prodcuts to be purchased 

and we are again working with the 

University Ave Hy-Vee.  

  This year we have three options 

for purchasing a Caring Bag: 

1. Pick up a bag at Church, fill 

and return it to the Church. 

2. Purchase an already filled bag 

and return it to Church. 

3. Simply let the Cashier at 

Checkout know you would like 

to add the cost of the number 

of bags you desire to purchase 

to your grocery bill. Hy-Vee 

will compile a “book grocery 

purchase” and provide the 

items in bulk. Our Boy Scouts 

will then bag the groceries at 

the Church for delivery to the 

schools. (This is a great option 

for you and could potentially 

give us a larger donation as we 

are purchasing in bulk.) 

  Last year we were able to reach 

almost 430 families during the 

holiday season. Well below the 

expressed need from the schools. 

This year, with your help, we hope 

to beat that goal and make a 

significant impact in the lives of 

our school children. 

  Your support  is  great ly 

appreciated. 

Caring Bag Program Mike Schreck, Social Justice Committee 



  As attendees of the 

Fami l y Mat t e r s 

Conference held on 

November 7th, we 

would like to share 

with you some 

thoughts from the 

conference, which 

emphasized the importance and 

beauty of the family and provided 

inspiration and advice to 

attendees. 

  We had the opportunity to attend 

three of 16 different breakout 

sessions offered throughout the 

day. Breakout speakers shared 

their faith experiences and 

addressed a variety of topics 

related to family life, ranging from 

single parenting, to grand-

parenting, to parenting 21st 

century teenagers.  

  We were also blessed by the 

beautiful and inspirational music 

of John Angotti, accompanied by 

Agnus Dei. 

  Our keynote 

speaker, Jon 

L e o n e t t i ’ s 

message was 

that the greatest 

gift we can give 

our children and 

grandchildren is 

love and he shared with us his “10 

Commandments for a Family”: 

1. Develop a prayer time with 

both the family and your 

spouse. A strong prayer life as 

a couple is essential for a 

strong relationship with each 

other and the family. 

2. Pray the rosary together. Mary, 

as our mother, can be a strong 

influence in a vibrant family 

life. 

3. Go to confession regularly and 

go as a family. 

4. Take an interest in each other. 

5. Spend more time together. 

6. T a k e  s e r i o u s l y  y o u r 

responsibility to share your 

faith with your children. 

7. The greatest gift you can give 

your children is to love your 

spouse. 

8. Your vocation is what God 

wants for you. 

9. Forgive, Forgive, Forgive!: 

Yourself, your spouse, and 

family members. 

10. Be patient with yourself and 

each other. 

   

    

Our other keynote speakers were 

Joel and Lisa Schmidt, who shared 

their insights to a successful 

marriage. Joel is a permanent 

deacon from the Diocese of Des 

Moines and Lisa writes for various 

Catholic publications and has her 

own blog. They have come up 

with “The 8  Beatitudes of a 

Happy Marriage: (love them!!!) 

1. Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for date night. 

2. Blessed  are they who 

occasionally let each other 

free. 

3. Blessed are they who keep the 

bedroom sacred, for they shall 

have a sanctuary. 

4. Blessed are they who share 

household responsibilities, for 

they have the sacrament of 

service. 

5. Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall fight fairly. 

6. Blessed are those who are 

committed to each other, for 

they will have a strong 

marriage. 

7. Blessed are the pure of heart, 

for they shall not use each 

other for sex. 

8. Blessed are those who pray 

together, for they shall have 

true strength. 

 

  Our day of fun, thought and 

prayer reached its ultimate climax 

with a very moving Mass 

celebrated by Archbishop Jackels. 

  Finally, we would like to share 

wi th  yo u  som e se l ec t ed 

impressions from your fellow 

parishioners  attending the 

conference: 
 “The day went quickly; you laughed, 

you thought, you danced and sang and 

you prayed.” ~ Donna Burton 

 “It was an all-around great day. The 

keynote speakers offered much on the 

family and the music by Agnus Dei and 

John Angotti was outstanding.”  

~ Jeanne Gregory 

 “The keynote speakers were great and 

engaged all of us, the small breakout 

sessions were informative, and the 

Mass was uplifting. Bob and I had a lot 

to share with our family when we 

returned home!” ~ Nancy Stirm 

 “What a wonderful day my husband, 

Mark, and I had. The wonderful music 

by John Angotti and Agnus Dei were 

enough, alone, to call it a great day.” 

 ~ Mary Minard 

  If you attended this conference, 

we hope you found it to be an 

insightful and thought-provoking 

experience and were inspired to 

carry its message back to your 

family. 

Family Matters Conference Mary Minard, Volunteer Service Coordinator 
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Parish Directory Harland Robinson, Parish Directory Co-Chair 

  It is hard to 

believe, but, yes, 

it has been five 

years since we last 

published our  

parish directory. 

  Our parish has 

again contracted 

with Lifetouch Church Directories 

and Portraits, Inc., to publish our 

2016 parish directory. 

  We anticipate that the process for 

creating the new directory will be 

familiar to our parishioners as 

Lifetouch prepared the 2011 

Directory. 

 

Coming Spring 2016! 

  We will be providing both online  

and paper scheduling for portrait 

sessions: 

 Paper Scheduling will be 

available in the Gathering 

Space after Mass over a period 

of weekends during the Spring.  

 Online Scheduling: You will 

be able to view available 

appointment dates and times; 

schedule your portrait session; 

and, make any necessary 

changes through the Blessed 

Sacrament website using a link 

provided by Lifetouch. You 

will receive a confirmation 

email right away and a 

reminder email a few days 

prior to your scheduled portrait 

session.  

 We will also provide reminder 

telephone calls to all our 

parishioners at the time of our 

scheduling “Kick-Off” event, 

as well as a follow-up call and 

an appointment reminder call. 

  Please be assured that Lifetouch 

does not disclose Confidential 

Information to any third party 

except as necessary to fulfill the 

services to be performed by 

Lifetouch for Blessed Sacrament 

and our families. 

 

Coming Summer 2016! 

  Two teams of Lifetouch 

photographers will take photos in 

the Parish Center over a three 

week period in June (7-11 & 21-

25) and July (5-9). Weekday 

appointments will be scheduled 

from 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Tuesday 

through Fr iday.  Satu rday 

appointments will be scheduled 

from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

 

Homebound/Shut-ins. We would 

very much like to give all of our 

parishioners the opportunity to 

have their portrait in our parish 

directory. We will be offering in-

home/residence appointments for 

our family members who are 

unable to come to the Parish 

Center. A volunteer parishioner 

will come to your home or 

residence for a scheduled 

appointment to take your picture. 

More on this later! 

 

Volunteer Support! 
  The parish directory is a very 

large undertaking and we need 

your help! Please prayerfully 

consider offering your time to 

assist our parishioners by serving 

on  our  Par i sh  Di recto r y 

Committee; helping with sign-ups 

in the Gathering Space; serving as 

a host during our photography 

sessions; or, share your talent for 

photography by volunteering to 

visit our homebound and shut-in 

parishioners to take their portrait. 

  Training for volunteer hosts 

assisting with the portrait sessions 

will be held on April 4th. More on 

this later! 

 

  We hope and encourage all of our 

families to participate in this great 

opportunity to share your family’s 

portrait with the entire Blessed 

Sacrament community. Having 

EVERYONE’S picture in the 

directory is a great way to 

strengthen our sense of community 

as a Family of Christ.  

  Please note, your portrait for the 

directory is FREE and there is 

absolutely no requirement to 

purchase any pictures or packets 

offered through Lifetouch. 

  As additional encouragement, 

Lifetouch will donate the value of 

4 meals for every family we 

photograph.  

  For more information, or to 

volunteer, please contact Harland 

Robinson at 319-233-3924 or 

email: robbyhcr@mchsi.com. 

 

Sunday, Dec 13th ~ 4:00 PM 

Communal              Penance 
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Reconciliation 3:30 PM Saturday or see bulletin 

Masses  4:30 PM Saturday 

  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM Sunday 

  8:00 AM Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

  9:00 AM Wednesday during School 

“Totus Tuus” - Coming This Summer! Kelleryn Rauzi,  

Assoc. Dir. of Children & Family Catechesis 

  Hello Blessed Sacrament 

Parishioners! 

  Your faith formation team is 

excited to announce a new 

program that is coming to our 

Waterloo Parishes this summer 

instead of Vacation Bible School:  

Totus Tuus. 

  “Totus Tuus” is a Latin phrase 

meaning “Totally Yours” and was 

John Paul II’s pontifical motto 

which expresses the desire to give 

ourselves totally to Jesus through 

our Blessed Mother Mary.  This 

program’s goal is to form children 

and teens to be disciples of Jesus 

Christ through His mother Mary. 

  This is a week-long program for 

1st-12th grades.  Grades 1-6 are 

during the day and grades 7-12 are 

in the evening.   

  Each team is made up of 4 

people.  2 men and 2 women and 

typically consist of seminarians 

from the Archdiocese of Dubuque 

and college students from Iowa 

and across the country.  Students 

are chosen for their enthusiasm, 

energy, desire to grow in one’s 

faith, ability to work with a team/

youth, etc.   

  Totus Tuus takes the 4 pillars of 

the Catechism and spaces them 

over a 6-year rotation.  2016 

curriculum is focusing on the 

Virtues.   Along with this, Totus 

Tuus also focuses on a mystery of 

the rosary each year.  The 2016 

mysteries are the Sorrowful 

Mysteries.  Each day for the 1-6th 

grade program; the children have 

an opportunity to go to Mass and 

Confession each day.  During the 

night program for 7-12th grades 

there is adoration during that week 

along with Confession.   

  If this sounds a little too much 

like school; don’t worry! This is 

NOT supposed to be like religious 

education class or school.  While 

there is definitely learning 

involved, just like Vacation Bible 

School, there is time for silly 

songs, games, and FUN!  For the 

teens there are nightly talks, time 

for small group faith discussions, 

food, games, and fellowship, along 

with prayer and time for quiet 

meditation.   

  Dates, location, and times will be 

announced some time after 

Christmas so be on the look out!  

If you want more specific 

information regarding Totus Tuus 

p l e a s e  g o  t o  h t t p s : / /

w w w . d b q a r c h . o r g / o f f i c e s /

ado lescen t - f a i th - fo rmat ion /

programs-services/totus-tuus/  or 

contact Kelleryn Rauzi at 

kellerynrauziwff@gmail.com or 

233-0744.  Thank you! 

https://www.dbqarch.org/offices/adolescent-faith-formation/programs-services/totus-tuus/
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